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LETTERS I EDITOR 
Dear Editor: 
Congratulations to your staff for the excellent publication. It is 
so interesting and comprehensive, and reflects so many aspects of 
our GVSU! 
As I read Doug Kindschi's piece ("Kindschi makes a Grand 
Valley mark on Antarctica," Summer 2005), I recalled that 
Jim Zumberge, our first president, was an Antarctica specialist, and 
has a small mountain there named for him. 
I'm so pleased that you cover such a wide range of subjects. 
Your fine publication gives one another reason to be proud of 
having been one of the original 14 faculty members opening 
the doors to our original 226 students in 1963 and enjoying 
the next 25 years. What an exciting story GVSU has to tell. 
Congratulations and keep up the good work. 
Hats off to you and your extremely talented staff for the 
publication Grand Valley: The Best Of 
The photography was gorgeous, the layout was interesting 
and the writing was crisp. I loved the format of using 
<jnmii'Vt,lky: 
'lbl!BmOf ... 
small snippets to tell the 
Grand Valley story. And I was 
surprised at how much there 
was to tell! This publication has 
gone into my sample file as a 
well-done piece. 
Arthur Hills 
retired professor of music 
Grand Rapids 
I am a parent of a Grand 
Valley senior. Although we 
ended up graduating from MSU, 
my husband and I were both 
Grand Valley students back in the 
1970s. It is remarkable to see all 
the changes. 
Since I have previously written to criticize a particular article 
in the Grand Valley Magazine ("Chili peppers and smiley faces," 
Summer 2003), I thought I should also write to tell you how 
much I enjoyed the most recent issue. 
First of all, it's visually very appealing, particularly the 
Women's Center picture! 
Leafing through the magazine, I realize I read every single 
article, and with pleasure. What a great variety, both in content and 
approaches. 
Thanks for a great read and for presenting Grand Valley in 
such an energetic and positive way. 
Catherine Frerichs 
director, Pew Faculty Teaching and learning Center 
Grand Rapids 
CAMPUS I NEWS 
Looking for a good book? Check out what Grand Valley faculty and staff members suggest: 
Desert Queen 
(Anchor Books, 1999) 
by Janet Wallach 
The book is a detailed biography 
of Gertrude Bell, who contributed 
critically to the creation of the state 
of Iraq at the beginning of the 20th 
century. lmad Mahawili, executive 
director of the Michigan Alternative 
and Renewable Energy Center, said 
the author's style is compelling and 
balances debatable historical nodes 
with comparative opinions and 
archeological discoveries. 
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King Leopold's Ghost 
(Mariner Books, 1999) 
by Adam Hochschild 
Mark Schaub, executive director 
of the Pad nos International Center, 
said the book is an historical 
account of the brutal submission 
of the Congo region under Belgian 
colonialism in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. Schaub said 
Hochschild is such a good storyteller 
that it reads nearly as well as a 
page-turner novel, with historical 
characters brought vividly to life. 
Michelle Smith 
Eagle, Michigan 
'"" . ·."' 
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LEOP OLD "S 
GHOST 
The Return of the Prodigal Son 
(Image, 1994) 
by Henri Nouwen 
Brian White, professor 
of English, said the book 
comprises Nouwen's personal 
and philosophical reflections on 
Rembrandt's painting of the same 
name. White said it taught him 
a lot about Rembrandt and, "He 
helped me to see the painting 
and my life differently." 
' 
The Accidental Asian: 
CAMPUS I NEWS 
Your memories of 
Ravines needed 
for archives 
For 40 years, the Ravines have been a favorite destination for classes, nature lovers, or just lovers. 
The unique Grand Valley feature is 
the subject of an art exhibit housed in the 
Special Collections Library at Seidman 
House. Dellas Henke, associate professor 
of art and design, and student Jennifer 
Pope captured the essence of the Ravines in 
woodcuts and photographs. 
Henke wants to add your memories in 
hopes of publishing a book. 
He said that people with research papers 
or works of fiction about the Ravines can 
send an e-mail to him at henked@gvsu.edu 
or submit information online by clicking on 
the Ravines link on the Alumni Relations Web 
site, www.gvsu.edu/alumni. 
Artists Jennifer Pope & Dellas Henke 
Notes of a Native Speaker 
(Vintage, 1999) 
by Eric Liu 
Connie Dang, associate director 
of Multicultural Affairs, said Liu 
- a former speechwriter for 
President Clinton - has captured 
the journey of an Asian growing 
up in America. She said it reveals 
the painful cost of assimilation and 
the constant effort to sustain a 
racial identity. 
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Students, faculty witness aftermath 
of London bombings 
A s a summer intern for a film production company in London, senior Megan Ward often took 
the subway, or tube, to work in central 
London. She said it was not unusual 
when the tube suddenly stopped on 
July 7 and passengers were told to exit 
the station."The tube was always down 
because of a power failure," she said. 
But on July 7, London authorities 
evacuated all tube stations after a 
series of bombs exploded within the 
underground system and on one bus, 
killing more than 50 people. 
Ward was one of 53 Grand Valley 
. students studying in London during 
the terrorist attacks. No one from the 
university was injured during the attacks. 
Ward said she quickly called her parents to 
tell them she was safe. 
"I was able to get in touch with my 
parents before they heard the news," 
said Ward, an English and creative writing 
major. "It was good I called so early, the 
cell phone networks were then down for a 
while." 
Management professor Jaideep 
Motwani took 16 students to London for 
an international management course. He 
said their class was in session at the time 
of the attacks, but three students were 
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On her way to a work as a intern for a 
London film production company, senior 
Megan Ward would walk near the Museum 
of Natural History in South Kensington, 
pictured. Ward was one of 53 Grand Valley 
students who were studying in London 
during the summer bombings. 
working in a Jab in another part of Regents 
College, where the group stayed. 
"We went looking for the other three 
students to make them aware, then had 
everyone call their parents," Motwani 
said. "The people at Regents had very 
good advice for us about staying 
put. There were Jots of other American 
students there. Everything went smoothly 
from our point of view." 
Motwani 's group was also in London 
during the failed bombing attempts 
on July 21. Because students had the 
afternoon off, he said it was challenging 
to locate everyone . 
"My wife and I were standing outside 
the tube station and the police came in but 
didn't tell us what was going on," he 
said. "So we went back and rounded up 
students and told them there was another 
threat. No one changed their plans, but I 
also told them that overconfidence can be 
dangerous." 
Mark Schaub, executive director of 
the Padnos International Center, said 
London remains the most popular 
study abroad destination for Grand 
Valley students. He said students have 
been cautioned about using public 
transportation, but it's often unavoidable 
in large cities. 
Alumnus named ambassador to Bulgaria 
he new U.S. Ambassador to 
Bulgaria, Grand Valley alumnus 
John Beyrle, found himself back 
on familiar turf when he assumed 
his position on August 29. Beyrle first 
served in Bulgaria in 1986 as a member 
of the Foreign Service. 
"It's a country that's known to me, 
but it certainly was a lot different 
when it was a member of the Warsaw 
Pact - under a Communist-led 
government - than it is now as a fully 
sovereign and independent nation," 
Beyrle said. He noted that Bulgaria 
recently became a member of NATO and 
is on track to join the European Union. 
"It's a beautiful nation in terms of 
nature and geography. It's a mountainous 
place that also has a beautiful seacoast,'' 
Beyrle said. "It's a wonderful country 
- very good wine, grows a lot of 
fruits and vegetables. It's becoming 
very prosperous." 
Beyrle is a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, He joined in 
1983 and has specialized in Eastern 
Europe. His most recent assignment 
was deputy chief of mission in Moscow. 
Beyrle also served as counselor for 
political and economic affairs at the 
U.S. Embassy in Prague. He speaks 
Bulgarian, Russian, French, German 
and Czech. 
"I J st 
to me 
t ver . 1n 
Beyrle credited his time at Grand 
Valley with inspiring him to travel 
the world. 
"Grand Valley opened up a whole 
world for me," Beyrle said. "When I 
came to Grand Valley, I met a whole 
range of professors. They were people 
who had traveled a lot and encouraged 
me to get out and use the languages 
I was learning there, not just in an 
academic sense - to become a teacher 
or a linguist - but to actually travel in 
the countries. 
"It just opened a huge door to th! 
outside world to me," Beyrle said 
n 
John Beyrle, center, stands with Russian Studies students and professor Christine Rydel 
(right of Beyrle) during a June visit to Moscow. Beyrle, a 1975 graduate, is U.S. Ambassador 
to Bulgaria. 
of his Grand Valley education. "I 
went through that door and I've been 
traveling ever since." 
One of Beyrle 's professors was 
Christine Rydel, who is the coordinator 
of the Russian Studies program. She 
remembered Beyrle as a talented student. 
r to 
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world 
"His extraordinary talents and 
ability to master many languages and 
sound native have made him stand out 
even in his first days at Grand Valley," 
Rydel said. 
Beyrle graduated in 1975 with a 
French major and German minor. He has 
remained close to Grand Valley since. 
He was the winter commencement 
speaker in 1997, and he met with Rydel 
and students who traveled to Moscow 
in June. 
"When John found out that we were 
bringing 23 students to Russia for a 
study tour, he arranged to meet us not 
at the Embassy, where such meetings 
usually take place, but at Spasso House, 
the residence of the ambassador. Such a 
meeting rarely occurs and it was a great 
privilege," Rydel said. "After giving 
the students a tour of the residence, along 
with anecdotes about his experiences in 
Spasso House, he sat with the students 
for about two hours and answered 
their questions about many aspects of 
contemporary Russian life and politics." 
John Beyrle 
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CAMPUS I NEWS 
University acquires Harrison's manuscripts, materials 
Students, faculty and the community can view and learn from the manuscripts, correspondence and 
unpublished works of acclaimed writer 
Jim Harrison, a Michigan native. The 
June acquisition of Harrison's papers 
was made possible with funding from the 
Meijer Foundation. 
Harrison, an international best-
selling author, has been published in 22 
languages. He is the prolific author of 
several novels, including Legends of the 
Fall, which was made into a film, four 
volumes of novellas, nine collections 
of poetry, including The Shape of the 
Journey, a memoir and a collection of 
essays on food. 
The author will also spend one week 
on campus each year leading workshops. 
When he appeared at Poetry Night 2003, 
fans filled Loosemore Auditorium to hear 
him read from his works. 
President Mark A. Murray said the 
acquisition puts a very large feather in the 
cap of the university. 
"The generosity of the Meijer 
Foundation in funding this acquisition 
Manuscripts, correspondence and 
unpublished works by Jim Harrison 
are housed at the university's Special 
Collect ions Library at Seidman House. 
greatly enhances Grand Valley's 
Special Collections," Murray said. "It 
also provides dynamic and valuable 
tools for researchers from the 
community and throughout the world 
for generations to come." 
The Jim Harrison papers, which will 
be housed in the Special Collections 
Experts lead discussions on 
health, spirituality, politics 
National experts will continue to lead 
discussions on health and spirituality and 
politics at a number of lectures through the 
fall at Grand Valley. 
• The inaugural lecture of the "Grand 
Dialogue in Science and Religion" is set 
for 7 p.m. on October 20 in the Eberhard 
Center. Michael Ruse, Florida State 
University philosophy professor, will talk 
about the struggle in America between 
evolution and creationism. 
Sponsored by five area colleges and 
universities, the Grand Dialogue is a 
series of lectures and events that will 
feature experts in religion and science. 
For more information. visit www. 
granddialoguc.org. 
• The fourth annual Autumn Health 
Forums will conclude November 16 
with a talk from Michael Gazzaniga, 
from Dartmouth College's Center for 
Cognitive Neuroscience. Gazzaniga, the 
8 IFall 2005 
author of The Ethical Brain, will discuss 
how modern brain science offers clues to 
questions about the relationship of ethics 
and genetics. 
His lecture will begin at noon in the 
De Vos Center at the Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus. Call 616-331-7180 or go online 
at www.gvsu.edu/ahf to RSVP. 
• The Hauenstein Center concludes its 
look at whether the United States is an 
internationalist or imperialistic country 
with a discussion on November 17, 8 
p.m., at the Gerald R. Ford Museum 
in Grand Rapids featuring biographer 
Robert Caro. Information is online at 
www.allpresidents.org. The first event on 
September 14, a debate between Arianna 
Huffington and Victor Davis Hanson, was 
attended by 600 people; more than I ,500 
viewers from around the world watched it 
streamed live on the Internet. 
Library at Seidman House, currently 
comprise approximately 175 linear feet of 
shelf space. They consist of manuscripts, 
unpublished material, correspondence, 
notebooks, filmwork, photographs and 
artwork, and the works of others. 
Harrison was born in Grayling in 1937. 
After earning bachelor's and master's 
degrees from Michigan State University, 
Harrison taught for a year at Stony Brook 
in New York, then returned to Michigan 
in 1966. He and wife Linda lived, until 
recently, in Leelanau County. 
"During the critical years of 
my childhood our family lived in 
Reed City where my father was the 
county agricultural agent," Harrison 
said. "Grand Rapids was our almost 
mythological ' capital city. ' As a child 
I spent nearly a month in Blodgett 
Hospital due to an eye injury. Grand 
Rapids is thus part of the landscape of 
my past and of my imagination." 
-------···-------
Grand Valley 
community aids 
hurricane victims 
Three students displaced by Hurricane 
Katrina enrolled at Grand Valley. But the 
university's aid didn't stop there. 
Three faculty and staff members 
volunteered to help evacuees in the Gulf 
Coast. Kimberly Pearson Slaikeu, assistant 
professor of nursing, joined a church group 
in Mississippi to provide nursing care; Eric 
Klingensmith, counselor at the Counseling 
and Career Development Office, offered 
crisis counseling; and Mike Spofford, 
maintenance mechanic, went house-to-
house to search for survivors. Spofford, 
also an EMT specialist in Muskegon, and 
his unit were contacted by FEMA. 
Fundraising efforts continued through 
September on campus. Students raised 
$4,700 during a daylong event; faculty and 
staff members raised $2,000 and collected 
boxes of goods to be donated. 
For seven days, social work professor 
Dianne Green-Smith lost contact with 
her father, a New Orleans resident. He's 
now living with Green-Smith in Grand 
Rapids. 
ATHLETE I PROFILE 
Ready for a scrum? Women's rugby team 
Cleans Up - on and off the field - by Michele Coffill 
I t's a game so violent that a U.S. president once demanded reform and threatened to ban it ... and he was a 
Rough Rider. 
It may have been too violent for 
Theodore Roosevelt, but rugby is now 
the country's fastest growing women's 
collegiate sport. More than 250 college 
women's teams play the game that began 
in England in 1823 when a soccer player 
picked the ball up in his hands and ran. 
Grand Valley's rugby team, in its sixth 
year as a club sport, saw its best season 
last year. The Lakers competed in the 
Sweet Sixteen national tournament in 
Kentucky and sent 11 players to the All-
Star game in Chicago. 
Team members are also working to 
change the image of a rough-and-tumble 
rugby player - at least off the field. 
"We're going to enforce a GPA rule 
this season and we always have had a no-
drinking policy during the season," said 
Joy Matthews, a criminal justice major 
who is the team's fullback. "We also 
seem to be more serious than the other 
teams we play." 
The change in team attitude is a 
nod to coach Bob Richthammer, an 
Allendale {i}!iident who works in health 
Michelle Boiteau 
care sales and marketing. Richthammer 
had coached the University of Dayton 
women's rugby team for eight years, 
building it to a perennial playoff team. 
He played rugby during college and 
when he served in the military and 
developed a deep passion for the sport. 
"I'm an extreme sports guy," he said. 
"I'm a triathlete and I like bungee 
jumping and skydiving." 
Since he assumed head coaching 
duties in 2003, Richthammer enforced 
stricter team rules - like no drinking 
- but also a sense of team. He created a 
buddy system of pairing veteran players 
with newcomers and led fundraising 
projects that helped buy the team new 
uniforms and protective gear. 
Members of club sports (Grand Valley 
has 39 options, everything from ultimate 
Frisbee to hockey to ping pong) do not 
receive athletic scholarships or other 
benefits afforded to a varsity student-
athlete. Club sports are funded partially 
through the Office of Student Life. 
Regardless of their status, rugby 
players said Richthammer's system 
makes them feel like they play a 
varsity sport. 
"We have practices three days a week, 
team dinners on Friday and travel on 
Saturday," said Michelle Boiteau, the 
team':. fly half, a position similar to 
quarterback. "We only play on Saturdays, 
so it doesn't interfere with academics." 
Grand Valley plays in the Michigan 
"' Rugby Union, which includes Central g ~ Michigan, Michigan State, University 
~ of Michigan and Bowling Green (Ohio) 
~ State University. The Lakers have one J more game during the fall season (the 
~ split season also includes games in the 
{ spring), October 22 against Western r Michigan. The game will begin at 
11 a.m. at the recreation field, near the 
Children's Center on Laker Village 
Drive. 
Matthews, a three-year veteran, said 
she has a better appreciation for the 
game and often catches herself watching 
it on cable TV. 
"I used to just run plays, now I 
understand why we run the plays," 
she said. 
Joy Matthews 
Like many of her teammates, 
Matthews had never seen a rugby ball 
before she joined the team. The sport 
has a big presence on the East Coast 
and in the Detroit area. Matthews and 
Boiteau said they joined because of 
the team's camaraderie and the sport's 
physical demands. 
"I like the roughness of it," Matthews 
said. "I like that I can use my speed. 
And it's eVfry tqmt;,p:y's dream to tackle 
$0.IDCODC al'ld a . th ' ,. 
ARTI PROFILE 
Classics professor links ancient artifacts and 
modern art - byMarylscaPirkola 
Melissa Morison spent part of her 
summer sightseeing in Greece, but 
wasn't allowed to bring home any 
souvenirs. The same thing happened 
last summer. She's not complaining, 
though. In fact, she's hoping to 
repeat the trip next year. 
Morison, an assistant professor of 
Classics, went to Greece to lead the 
analysis of ancient ceramic artifacts 
recovered by an archeological team. 
She is part of an impressive group of 
international experts who are exploring 
tombs from the first through third 
centuries at Kenchreai Cemetery, 
located south of Athens. 
The 10,000 excavated artifacts and 
the ancient tombs provide clues to pagan 
and Christian funeral practices, as 
well as the social and economic status 
of the people. 
The area, located between mainland 
Greece and Peloponnese, is rich in 
historical significance. Kenchreai 
Harbor controlled the shipping 
between the eastern and 
western Mediterranean 
for centuries. 
"St. Paul stopped 
there for a haircut 
on the way to 
Corinth early in 
the first century 
A.D.," Morison 
said. "When the 
Romans took over 
Greece, this was an 
area they targeted for 
colonization. One of the things 
we are trying to find out is if these 
are Roman tombs, done in the style of 
their homeland, or native Greek tombs, 
done in the Italian style to please the 
invading rulers." 
Melissa Morison has been working on archeological sites in Greece for the past 15 years. 
Her grasp of the Greek language includes useful phrases such as uflo.µ£ yta ,co.pEu which 
means "Let's have coffee!" 
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Morison worked with other experts 
from France, the Smithsonian, Norwich 
University, Yale and Macalester 
College. Each researcher was 
allowed to bring a student. 
Morison is very 
careful when selecting 
a Grand Valley 
student who has the 
right interests and 
applications to make 
use of the trip. This 
past summer it was 
Crystal Van Oss, a 
senior with a double 
major in Classics and 
history. She is applying to 
graduate schools and hopes 
to study ancient Greek women 
and how they responded to various 
challenges of their times. In 2004, 
Classics major Greg Heynen went 
on a scholarship from Grand Valley's 
Summer Scholars Program. 
This type of bowl, from the port town of 
Syria, was popular with wealthy families. 
The black and white checkerboard ruler 
is used to indicate size, each block 
equals a centimeter. (Above) Oil lamps 
were filled with olive oil and provided 
light in homes as well as at funerals. This 
lamp shows Hephaistos, the Greek god of 
metalwork holding a staff and anvil. 
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Though everything the team 
examined had to remain behind in 
Greece, Morison is working on other 
ways to share what she learned. She's 
collaborating with Grand Valley art 
experts on an exhibit that compares 
ancient and modern art. Greek and 
Roman artifacts from Grand Valley's 
collections will be joined by items 
1 borrowed from other museums and 
displayed with modern pieces that 
reflect Classical influences. The 
exhibit, "Echoes of the Ancient World: 
Adaptations of the Classical Tradition," 
will open in Grand Valley's Art Gallery 
on January 9. 
This table amphora fragment is from a pitcher used to take wine to a mountain picnic at 
the gravesite of family. It was then smashed and left onsite, sharing the celebration with 
the deceased. 
The Greek government is very 
strict about how many people are 
on site at one time and what they do 
while there. Officials also require 
that all artifacts remain in Greece at 
a local museum. Morison and other 
project members are examining the 
tombs, documenting the artifacts and 
investigating their significance. 
This clay mug with glazed metallic 
highlights is an Italian artifact and very 
rare in this area. 
(Far right) This lamp shard is stamped by 
the workshop where is was made, dating 
it between 275 and 300 A.D. 
"We are very interested in the visual 
elements, the painting of the tombs, 
for instance, and the objects chosen for 
burial and how they reflect ethnicity, 
values and economic status," she said. 
"The use of green paint for tomb 
decoration, for example, indicates a 
wealthy family because it was made 
from very rare and expensive pigment." 
By using a multi-disciplinary 
perspective, the group is studying what 
these artifacts mean about the people's 
values and the decisions they made. 
Morison said even the way pottery is 
produced reflects their economic and 
The area, located between 
mainland Greece and 
Peloponnese, is rich in 
historical significance. 
social constraints. She explores such 
questions as, Where was the good clay? 
How did they get it? How long did it 
take them to learn these things? What are 
the styles they were expected to follow? 
Grand Valley Magazine 111 
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Creative use of endowments aid students, community 
T wo recently established endowments will help Grand Valley continue to meet its mission of 
education and community service. 
Arnold C. Ott and his late wife, Marion, 
created an endowed scholarship for women 
business students, and an endowment 
from Rockford Construction will enable 
engineering students and faculty to continue 
service learning projects. 
A scholarship endowment is a permanent 
fund invested by Grand Valley as a 
component of its greater endowment 
fund. Donors can give to any existing 
named scholarship or create a new named 
endowed scholarship. Depending on how 
the endowment is set up, the fund keeps 
giving scholarships year after year. 
The Otts, longtime Grand Valley 
supporters, created an endowment that 
names a scholarship for their family friend, 
Hilda C. Holder. The Holder scholarship 
was created prior to Marion's death on 
August 10. Holder has worked as a personal 
secretary to Ott for more than 40 years. Ott 
said naming the scholarship for Holder helps 
express his love and appreciation for her. 
The first scholarship recipient will be 
named next year. Scholarship candidates 
must be in their junior or senior year 
and enrolled in the Seidman College 
of Business and meet grade point and 
financial aid requirements. 
Holder graduated from Hunter College 
in New York City in 1949. She started her 
career as a secretary and in 1954 became 
executive secretary to Ott, who was then 
Com Products' corporate vice president 
and scientific director. In 1969, the Ott and 
Holder families moved to Grand Rapids. 
Ott served as vice chairman of Grand 
Valley's Board of Control from 1961-75 
and as its chairman from 1978-79. He is a 
member of the GVU Foundation Advisory 
Cabinet. In 2001, he created and endowed 
the Arnold C. Ott Lectureship in Chemistry 
at Grand Valley. 
Building responsible citizenship 
An endowment from Rockford 
Construction will help students and faculty 
in the Padnos College of Engineering and 
Computing complete projects that will 
benefit the Grand Rapids neighborhood 
that borders the university's Pew Campus. 
Those projects are aimed at building 
a sense of responsible citizenship and 
leadership in engineering students. 
Marion and Arnold Ott, seated, celebrated the signing of a new scholarship for women 
business students. The scholarship is named for Hilda Holder, who is standing next to 
Seidman College of Business Dean H. James Williams. 
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Students in an engineering class taught 
by Shirley Fleischmann add insulation to a 
house on Fulton Street. A new endowment 
from Rockford Construction will enable 
students and faculty to continue similar 
service learning projects. 
Professor Shirley Fleischmann has led 
the charge toward encouraging service 
learning. Previous projects have included: 
• Refurbishing old bicycles and giving 
them to needy children; 
• Working on projects with Sibley 
Elementary students as part of a long-
standing partnership with the school; 
• Working on a new floor for Loaves and 
Fishes, a local food-bank associated 
with the Other Way Ministries; 
• Building a sandbox and playroom for 
the Women and Children's Center of 
Mel Trotter Ministries. 
Fleischmann said the endowment will 
help faculty members meet their mission 
of teaching engineering concepts along 
with "teaching students the language of 
the heart and of the soul." 
"The neighborhood bordering the 
Pew Campus has many needs that can 
effectively be met with an engineering 
approach; however, such needs are 
seldom presented in the way that textbook 
problems are presented," she said. 
"Students must learn to see the needs of 
people who are different from them - and 
to see those needs with both their intellect 
and their heart." 
PHILANTHROPY I PROFILE 
Pledge from Padnos creates Grand Valley's first 
endowed chair 
S tuart B. Padnos, president of the Stuart and Barbara Padnos Foundation, has created the first 
fully endowed chair at Grand Valley. 
The bequest will be used to endow the 
Stuart and Barbara Padnos Chair in Art 
and Design. 
Grand Valley joins a tradition at many 
prestigious universities of having named 
fully endowed chairs that permanently 
support academic rigor. 
"This support is an academic milestone 
for us," said President Mark A. Murray. "It 
raises Grand Valley to a new level. Stuart 
Padnos is a man who acts on his passion, 
and he is enabling new generations to share 
that passion for enjoying, understanding 
and creating art. This gift is a wonderful, 
lasting tribute to Barbara's memory." 
There had been a link between the 
Stuart Padnos family and the Art and 
Design program. The late Barbara Padnos 
studied art at Grand Valley, and she 
encouraged Stuart to become a creative 
sculptor. One of his many works with 
recycled scrap metals can be seen on 
Grand Valley's Allendale Campus in the 
form of a marching band on Campus Drive. 
With this gift to Grand Valley, Padnos 
moves the university forward on its 
academic mission in a significant way 
that he hopes others will model. 
"I envision this endowed chair as the 
first of several at Grand Valley State 
University that perpetuates the quality 
liberal arts education the university 
has come to provide," Padnos said. "I 
sincerely hope my gift will inspire others. 
Grand Valley is ready." 
The professor occupying the Stuart and 
Barbara Padnos Chair will be selected 
for an initial three-year period. The 
position can be renewed based on teaching 
excellence, professional service and 
artistic achievement. 
"This is a very prestigious position," 
said Gayle Davis, provost and vice 
president for Academic Affairs. "We will 
hold a national search to find the best 
person to occupy the chair. This person is 
Stuart B. Padnos, shown here at a 2003 
event, established a major bequest for an 
endowed chair, the university's first fully 
supported chair. 
expected to be a leader mentoring other 
faculty and students. There are great 
expectations of what this distinguished 
individual will bring to the university." 
The university recognized this gift by 
naming the Calder Art Center's student 
art gallery in the couple's honor. 
Dow Foundation awards 
$1 million grant to Johnson Center 
T he Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership received a $1 million 
grant from the Herbert H. and Grace A. 
Dow Foundation. It is a leadership gift for 
the $3 million Growing the Greater Good 
Endowment Campaign for the Johnson 
Center. 
Grand Valley was the first university 
in Michigan, and among the first in the 
nation, to establish a formal academic 
center for research, teaching and public 
service in philanthropy, volunteerism and 
nonprofit management. 
The grant money will provide initial 
funding for an endowment to support the 
operations and programs of the Johnson 
Center in the university and the community. 
One way the center impacts students 
is through American Humanics, an 
award-winning certificate program at 
Grand Valley for undergraduates who are 
interested in working with nonprofits 
after graduation. The center also 
provides financial support to various 
university programs, including 
Student Life for its student 
volunteer program, the College of 
Education for the Leaming to Give 
program, and to faculty members to 
add service learning components to 
their classes. 
"The Johnson Center has already 
become known as an organization 
that utilizes known information 
Center to continue its good work and help 
them promote their concepts of smarter 
giving and better performance." 
and practices to make the nonprofit 
community more effective," said 
Margaret Ann (Ranny) Riecker, 
president of the Dow Foundation. 
"This grant will enable the Johnson 
Campaign co-chairs Margaret Ann Kiecker and 
David Frey, left, meet with President Mark A. 
Murray and Dorothy Johnson, member of Grand 
Valley's Board of Trustees, at the announcement 
of the gift from the Dow Foundation. 
- stories by the News and Information Staff 
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PICKUP TRUCK, 
AND COUNTLES 
KIDS 
- by Mary lsca Pirkola 
Grad enjoys highs, lows of 
directing children's theater 
Many college students dream of taking time off after graduation to 
travel a bit before settling down in a career. On the day Amy Larink 
bought her cap and gown for graduation, she also received the contract 
for her first professional job. Yet, she's still able to do a lot of traveling. 
The Grand Valley theater major from Three 
Rivers is spending a year touring the United States 
with the Missoula Children's Theatre. 
The Missoula program is the largest touring 
children's theater program in the United States. 
This season 'MCT will send out 27 teams to 
put on approximately 900 full-scale musicals. 
Within a few short weeks, Larink applied, 
auditioned and was accepted. 
After a mere eight days of training at 
the home base in Montana, Larink was 
given an acting partner, a pickup truck 
full of costumes, scenery, sound and 
lighting equipment, 60 copies of the 
script and a list of schools in 40 
cities around the country. A cell 
phone and laptop computer are 
her links to friends, family, and 
her fiance back home. 
She has agreed to share 
excerpts from her journal: 
Working from her pickup truck, Amy Larink hands a young 
children's theater participant a T-shirt. As a touring member 
of Missoula Children's Theatre, Larink will travel to 40 cities 
to audition and produce children's productions of 'Alice in 
Wonderland.' 
Kids in McCook, Nebraska, get instructions during a rehearsal. 
Larink spends a week in each city, working with actors from 
auditions to performances. 
Today was the third day of training- we have learned all of the 
blocKing for the entire show for all 60 characters and all the songs 
and choreography. I did a few practice runs this morning then after 
lunch I taught 13 of the other tour actors. 
As a professional actor/director, Larink will be in a new 
location each week, where she will work to produce a musical 
with about 50 school children from kindergarten through 
12th grade. In five days, she and her partner will audition, 
cast, rehearse and direct an hour-long production of Alice in 
Wonderland. When they are done, it is on to the next town, a 
new group of students and another production. 
"We'll end up doing the same musical about 40 times in a 
year," Larink said. "Every other week I take a supporting role as 
the White Rabbit, so it is an opportunity to both direct and act." 
Though her original plans for college did not include theater, 
she became hooked shortly after an audition for Mother Courage 
in her freshmen year. She quickly snagged lead roles in other 
productions, including Big Love, gained experience directing in 
the Performance Studio Series and learned about touring with the 
"Bard-to-Go" trip to Jamaica. 
"As far as I know, Amy is Grand Valley's first Missoula 
participant," said Karen Libman, associate professor of 
communications. "She really utilized every aspect of our 
program and gave 100 percent to whatever she did. Students like 
her don't come along too often." 
Larink credits Grand Valley with preparing her for the 
intensity of the real world. Applying for the Missoula Tour 
included a trip to Memphis for the United Professional Theatre 
Auditions. Criteria on the application for her position included the 
expected performance and communication skills, but also listed 
as mandatory, " ... physical and emotional stamina, impeccable 
maturity and a strong sense of human kindness." 
Certain things they didn't tell us in training were found out in 
rude awaKenings; little Kids don't stay put in one place and sometimes 
say, "I don't want to do that," One time, we had to breaK up a 
fist fight In the boys' locKer room. When Diana went in to cue a 
character, she found 1-lumpty Dumpty pinned up against the wall in 
a shower. It's super intense and taKes just about every ounce of 
energy I have, but I am so tired when I get done, that I don't have 
much time to feel homeslcK. 
It hasn't been all work and no play. Despite the grueling pace, 
Larink and her partner on the road, Diana, have managed to take 
in some of the local sights. While in Loveland, Colorado, they 
went to the Greeley Stampede with a host family. They saw lots of 
cowboys and Josh Gracin, the country singer who was the Marine 
on American Idol. Another afternoon, they took a three-hour 
hike in the Rocky Mountain National Park. In Grand Junction, 
Colorado, they went to a rodeo and watched "mutton busting," 
which involves 5-, 6- and 7-year-old kids riding on angered sheep, 
getting thrown to the ground, and loving it. 
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There have been plenty of lessons 
learned about the rigors of a traveling 
production. Brighton, Colorado, 
provided a gym instead of a theater. 
After spending three hours setting up 
all of the lighting, the young women 
realized their 6 p.m. performance would 
still have summer daylight streaming 
through the giant windows. 
Another town booked their show 
for the week of July 4. Only 20 kids 
auditioned for the 56 roles, so they had 
to double cast many of the children. 
Larink played the Queen of Hearts and 
Alice's older sister, Margaret, because 
there weren't any kids over the age of 13 
Amy Larink works on music for 'Alice in 
Wonderland' during a stop in McCook, Nebraska. 
in this group. By contrast, in Loveland, 150 kids auditioned. 
Week five brought them to Taos, New Mexico. Before getting 
down to work, the partners checked into a funky little bed and 
breakfast called the Laughing Horse Inn, with a loft and a TV 
stuck in the ceiling. While freshening up, Diana thought she 
punctured her ear drum with a Q-tip and Larink had to rush her to 
the emergency room. 
Then I had to race across town to the theater and start the 
auditions on my own, but I got lost and couldn't find the ~ace. Driving 
our truck. with 2,000 pounds of costumes and scenery through a hilly 
town didn't mix. So, I got out and µst started wandering the streets 
aslcing everyone I could find how to get to the auditorium _ and for 
some reason no one knew where It was. 
So, I finally found it after walking around for about 10 minutes, 
I'm near tears, my partner is deafened by a Q-tip, I have exactly two 
minutes before the audition is supposed to begin, and all the scripts for 
the kids are back. in the truck., which is parked about five blocks away. 
Luckily, Diana called me and said that she was OK and free to go. 
I sent our contact to g,g and pick. her up. After auditioning kids for 
lf5 minutes on my own, Diana came back.. Things were running pretty 
smoothly, so I took. off to get the truck. with our scripts before 
auditions ended ·- only to find a $3 parking fee written on a post-it 
note stuck. to the windshield. I had no idea to whom was I supposed to 
pay this, and neither did our contact, so I didn't, But the rest of the 
week. was uneventful. 
Costumes have also provided a fair number of challenges. One 
time, Larink's furry White Rabbit costume was sweat-soaked 
after a first performance. Diana got the great idea to put it in the 
dressing room refrigerator. When they went back for the second 
show after dinner, the costume was still wet, but felt better 
because it was cold. 
Nothing like 60 kids in polyester ruming around a 95-degree 
auditorium in New Mexico. Once a pair of girl's tights got stuck. in 
the washer's agitator. When we pulled it out, one leg was 
about two feet longer than the other. 
Larink said there isn't much down time, even 
though they only work five hours a day with the kids. 
It seems there is always something to do for the next 
day, or promotional stuff the town has lined up, or 
laundry, or paperwork. They call the home office once a 
week to let them know everything is going well, but the 
day-to-day tasks are handled on their own. 
"So, if a costume gets ripped, you mend it," she 
said. "If you hit a bird with your truck (yeah, that just 
happened about three hours ago) you have to wash the 
feathers and goo off. There are a million random things 
that happen and you just have to roll with it because 
the day's agenda will change probably five or six times 
before you even leave rehearsal." 
It helps to have a sense of humor. 
On the plus side, aside from all the practical 
experience and sights to see, are the interesting people 
they meet. Larink's last dispatch was written as they 
headed toward Sturgis, South Dakota. They were 
warned that it might take an extra couple of hours 
to drive through town because 50,000 bikers will 
be there for the biggest motorcycle rally in the 
country. 
With eight towns down and two to go 
for the summer, Larink said she is looking 
forward to three weeks off to relax in 
Michigan. Packed in her luggage will be 
some gifts for family and a few given 
to her by kids in the shows. Tucked 
between them is a list of 10 cities 
in the state of Washington. That's 
where she'll return to begin the 
fall leg of her tour, wiser for the 
experiences and anticipating 
even more. 
I RESEARCH I NEWS 
No substitute for quality time 
Research shows poor parent-child relationship linked to delinquency - by Dottie Barnes 
I t's a parent's nightmare: a child begins to make poor choices that could involve crime or substance abuse. 
What went wrong? Are Mom and Dad 
partly to blame? Could they have done 
more to prevent it? 
Research conducted by Christopher 
Kierkus shows that in a busy world 
parents simply need to spend more quality 
time with their kids. "You can't rob Peter 
to pay Paul on this one; there is no easy 
way out for parents - they simply need to 
invest the time," he said. 
Kierkus, an assistant 
professor of criminal 
justice, has completed 
extensive research 
on the parent-child 
relationship and 
its effects on child 
delinquency. He 
specifically studied 
the traditional family 
makeup compared 
to broken homes. 
Christopher 
Kierkus 
"Everyone realizes that there is going to 
be a relationship between the breakup of a 
family and delinquent behavior; that's not 
surprising," Kierkus said. "The significance 
of my research is that it explains why this 
takes place." 
His findings were published in the 
Canadian Journal of Criminology. He 
was also interviewed for the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation. 
Kierkus looked at factors that could 
influence delinquency: gender, socio-
economic status, family friction, parent/ 
child communication networks, affectionate 
relationships within the family and parental 
supervision. Although most people realize 
these issues are related to behavior, according 
to Kierkus, the interrelationships between 
them were not always well understood. 
"For example, we all know that kids 
who are well-supervised by their parents 
and who have warm, loving relationships 
with them are going to be less likely to 
live troubled lives than those who don't," 
he said. "But which of these factors is 
more important? Can strict supervision 
make up for a lack of communication? 
These are the types of issues criminologists 
are struggling with." 
Kierkus analyzed data from the 
Addiction Research Foundation in Toronto. 
The foundation performs studies on Ontario 
school children every two years, tracking 
factors like substance abuse, mental 
health, delinquency, familial relationships 
and scholastic performance. The survey 
has run continuously since 1978. Kierkus 
looked at data from 1993 and 1995. 
Relationship bond links to behavior 
He found that the strength of the parent-
child relationship is directly related to 
whether a child will engage in delinquent 
behavior. Generally, he said that the weaker 
a child's bond to conventional society, the 
more prone he or she is to being delinquent. 
"The key variable is the quality of the 
relationship between the parent or parents 
and the child," said Kierkus. "The research 
showed that a strong parental relationship 
helps keep a child from deviating. There 
is also a relationship between the type of 
family a child is raised in and delinquent 
behavior." 
Research by a Grand Valley professor 
shows that the strength of a parent-child 
relationship is directly related to whether 
a child will engage in delinquent behavior. 
"This doesn't mean single parents can't be successful; 
it just means they wi ll have a tougher time. They 
have to work that much harder at establishing 
Stronger bonds With their Children. " - Christopher Kierkus 
The type of family that is best, according 
to Kierkus, is one that includes both the 
biological mom and dad. Kierkus said 
children from broken homes are more 
apt to engage in delinquent behavior than 
those from traditional families because 
parent-child bonds are not as strong in 
broken homes. This held true regardless 
of the type of broken home. In terms of 
relational quality, single-parent families, 
step-parent families and other caregiver 
situations did not match traditional families. 
But, he said, this isn't necessarily bad 
news for the growing number of single 
parents. 
"This doesn't mean single parents can't 
be successful; it just means they will have 
a tougher time. They have to work that much 
harder at establishing stronger bonds with 
their children," he said. 
A follow-up study by Kierkus 
investigated whether these findings would 
vary according to circumstances. Previous 
authors have argued that the effects of 
familial breakup would be different for 
boys as opposed to girls, and for upper-
class families as opposed to those who 
are struggling financially. 
" It looks as if familial breakup is 
universally problematic for boys and girls, 
and for rich folks, as well as poor. It's 
not something that can be glossed over 
in wealthy neighborhoods or ignored in 
particular circumstances," he said. 
Kierkus and colleague John Hewitt, 
professor of criminal justice, are working 
on the next phase of the study that explores 
additional factors that may be related 
to delinquency, including ethnicities, 
urbanizations and regions of the country. 
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quality. There are higher levels of LEED 
certification - silver, gold, platinum -
for buildings that earn even more points. 
Lake Ontario Hall was designed to pass 
LEED muster. The review and certification 
process can take six months or more. It is 
located on the south end of the Allendale 
Campus on what was part of a parking 
lot - a site that is more ecologically 
responsible than building on open land. 
Here are its LEED features: 
• Lake Ontario Hall is near a bus stop, 
giving students, faculty and staff 
alternatives to driving; 
• The interior and exterior lighting was 
selected to minimize light pollution; 
• There are outside views from virtually 
everywhere, and the offices and 
corridors are bathed in natural sunlight; 
• There's a lack of light switches in 
favor of light sensors; 
• The plumbing uses low-flow fixtures, 
and the urinals are waterless; 
• Many of the materials used in the 
building were recycled, and more than 
80 percent of the construction waste 
generated was recycled. 
Even the air in the building is energy 
efficient. Project manager Ray Vanden 
Berg said the carbon dioxide in the air 
is constantly monitored, and fresh air is 
brought in when needed. In other buildings, 
there's a set percentage of fresh air content 
maintained at all times, and that air needs 
to be heated or cooled depending on the 
weather. This new method brings in the 
outside air when it is needed, providing a 
healthier environment and saving energy. 
Moyer said the university made the 
decision more than a year ago to build 
all new university structures to LEED 
standards. Subsequently, Michigan Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm issued an executive 
A series of special receptacles were on the construction site to sort the construction 
waste - 80 percent of which was recycled. 
order saying new state-funded buildings 
must be built to these same standards. 
The first LEED-certified Grand Valley 
building was the Michigan Alternative and 
Renewable Energy Center in Muskegon. 
MAREC is a business incubator and 
research and development center for 
alternative and renewable energy 
technologies. It also serves as a major 
demonstration project of those technologies 
and uses a fuel cell, photovoltaic cells, a 
nickel metal hydride battery system and 
microturbines to power itself independently 
from the grid. MAREC recently earned 
gold LEED certification. 
"There's no doubt energy conservation 
is going to be more and more critical 
as the years pass on," said MAREC's 
Executive Director Imad Mahawili. "I 
think this is a start. I think everything in 
this facility is a demonstration and a test 
of what a start is. Our power equipment 
and LEED certification - this is a new 
experience to all of us. After that, it 
depends on economics." 
Government mandate or 
market-driven'? 
And part of the economics of a building 
is the energy conservation, he explained. 
"If it works for the economics, then energy 
conservation is going to be repeated and 
used. So we've been using this test now 
for a lot of these things, and if it applies, 
then, yes, it's going to be successful and 
it will spread," Mahawili said. 
The debate pits free-market supporters 
against those who think the government 
should mandate stricter environmental 
protections. 
Figuring out the economics is part 
of MAREC's mission. The center was 
established as a SmartZone created by 
the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation in 2001 as part of an effort 
to promote and attract high technology 
business development in the state. It 
functions as a business incubator for 
companies working on developing 
commercial applications for alternative 
and renewable energies. 
Noxious chemicals were avoided in Lake Ontario Hall, a criterion used the selection of furniture and carpeting. 
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Mahawili used the example of catalytic 
converters in cars. 
"Converters are very expensive pieces 
of instrument invented and developed 
to be installed in the automobile for 
environmental and health protection," he 
said. "Now it's standard equipment. But it 
took a government mandate to make it a 
standard equipment. Whereas if you left it 
to the individuals, I don't think they'd go 
and choose it based on economics." 
That's the debate right now - do we 
put government mandates in place or 
should it be left to market forces? 
"If you let it be, we will make selections 
based on economics. It will take longer. 
Therefore, the answer pegs it to the oil 
prices or the gas prices or the coal prices," 
Mahawili said. "But if you mandate it, it 
takes a different direction. And there are 
really valid grounds being fought right 
now for those two arguments." 
Moyer noted that it is only natural 
for Grand Valley to be at the forefront 
of these questions. 
"Traditionally in this country, 
universities have been leaders on many 
fronts. When you look at any social 
change or economic change in this 
country, you'll find some university or 
several universities who believe that 
something has to be done," Moyer said, 
comparing growing environmental 
awareness to the anti-war and civil rights 
movements of earlier generations. "That's 
the type of change that's out there." 
Ultimately, Moyer said, the question 
boils down to sustainability. 
"We've got people asking some 
fundamental questions. Not, 'Is that right 
or wrong,' but 'Can we sustain our current 
way of life?"' he said. 
In the end, sometimes the best course 
of action is to let nature take more control. 
That's the approach the university has 
taken to storm water. 
"I know I can continue to sink money 
into storm water management systems," 
Moyer said. "But Mother Nature took care 
of it before I got here, so let me see if I 
can help out a little bit, do things a little 
bit differently. Grow trees, grow plants 
that take advantage of the water and save 
the energy in the process. I don't have to 
manicure that lawn." 
·i Lake Ontario Hall 
• Cost: $12 million 
• Size: 50,000 square feet 
• Occupants: Padnos International 
Center, Liberal Studies, Pew 
Faculty Teaching & Learning 
Center, Center of Excellence 
for Science Education, Writing, 
Sustainability Coordinator, 
lntercultural Studies, Meijer 
Center for Writing and 
Michigan Authors, Women 
and Gender Studies, College 
of Interdisciplinary Studies 
dean's office 
Lake Ontario Hall is filled with windows that provide natural light to nearly the entire building. Light sensors monitor levels and brighten 
or dim the indoor lights to compensate. 
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Twins! 
Baby girl! Furnish baby room. ~ 
Pay $5,000 ,a 
Baby boy! 
a 
"' lottery! 
'"0,000 
Hubert Massey works closely w ith art students in Detroit area schools and sometimes they become subjects for his artwork. 
"Exporting and Importing of Knowledge," 
Massey's f irst fresco commission, was 
installed at Grand Valley's Pew Grand 
Rapids campus in 2000. 
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GVM: How did you become interested 
in art and sports and who were your 
early influences? 
Massey: I started drawing when I was 6 
years old. My mother would draw cartoon 
characters for me, like Mickey Mouse, and 
I wanted to do it, too. But I was also 
influenced by my dad, who was in drafting 
and played basketball at Arkansas A & M, 
and also an uncle who was multi-talented 
in drawing, singing and playing sports. 
GVM: Sounds a bit like you! Are you 
naturally talented, or did it take training 
to bring out your artistic and athletic 
abilities? 
Massey: Well, some of both. I remember 
that when we had assignments in 
elementary school that needed maps or 
drawings, my classmates would ask me to 
draw theirs. When I was in seventh grade, 
I won an art contest entered by many older 
junior high students. 
I started playing sports when I was in 
the fifth grade. I played baseball on the 
varsity team in high school, but stopped 
when I went out for track. I also played 
football all four years. By senior year, I 
was All-State in discus and All-Conference 
in football. Then I came to Grand Valley 
on a football scholarship. 
GVM: While at Grand Valley, you set 
a school record in discus throw, were 
nominated for All-America honors in 
football and were honored as Athlete 
of the Year as a junior. But you still 
focused primarily on art. What pulled 
you in that direction? 
Massey: Some of my first art classes at 
Grand Valley were with Don Kerr, who 
inspired me on so many different levels. 
He took me for my first visit to the Art 
Institute of Chicago and suggested that 
I spend a semester abroad studying at 
the Slade Institute of Fine Art, at the 
University of London, which I did. 
GVM: What did you learn there? 
Massey: This is where I first made the 
link between art and architecture. I saw a 
lot of beautiful old buildings that were 
designed to showcase art. We went to the 
Salisbury Cathedral; it stretches 300 or 
400 feet to the ceiling. The scale of the 
altar paintings is monumental. It also 
dawned on me that the artists Michelangelo, 
Da Vinci and Rubens did a lot of public 
art. Since there weren't any museums 
then, it was the only way common people 
were able to see art. I decided that when I 
came back to the states, I wanted to do 
large pieces of art in public settings. 
GVM: Were you able to accomplish that? 
Massey: Just after I returned, I won a 
Second Place People's Choice Award at 
the Grand Rapids Visual Arts Festival for 
a portrait. Then someone introduced me 
to the artist Paul Collins, who told me he 
started in billboards. So, after graduation, I 
went through an apprenticeship program 
and within a year and a half I made 
journeyman, which usually takes five to 
l O years to accomplish, then spent 12 
years as a sign and billboard painter. I 
painted 40-50 hours a week, every week 
and I learned to paint large. 
GVM: You have devoted your time and 
talent to teaching painting to high school 
students and many of your works are 
located in public places and convey a 
sense of community. You seem intent to 
share art with others. 
Massey: I believe that public art has a 
tremendous impact. It can document 
history, heal rifts in the community, and 
bring diverse people together in mutual 
appreciation. There is art for oneself and 
art for serving other people. I think I do 
some of each. 
GVM: You've created major public works 
in a vast variety of media, including oil, 
stone and fresco. How did you become 
so diverse? 
Massey: I like to try a lot of different 
things and I also believe an artist should 
strive to understand his media, its origins 
and chemical makeup, in order to utilize 
its full potential. I spent some time 
researching and working with an expert 
in the restoration business to learn the 
techniques of the early masters. I studied 
the chemical makeup of their paints, 
learned to mix my own pigments and 
created my own black oils. 
When I came back from Europe, I 
wanted to learn why the fresco colors 
were still so rich after so many years. The 
original fresco palette was very limited 
because only a few pigments survived 
the lime used to mix the plaster. I have 
experimented a lot on my own; also, in 
1994 I was selected as one of 12 artists to 
participate in a fresco workshop facilitated 
by Lucienne Bloch and Stephen Dimitroff. 
They were apprentices to Diego Rivera, 
the Mexican muralist whose urban 
frescoes grace the walls of the Detroit 
Institute of Art. 
GVM: You have recently been 
commissioned by the Flint Institute 
of Art to do a 7-foot by 88-foot fresco. 
That is second in size only to the Diego 
Rivera murals. How do you tackle such 
a large project? 
Massey: It will probably take a year, year 
and a half to complete. I will paint it here, 
in Detroit, on approximately 16 panels, 
which they will install. Each panel will 
probably weigh about 500 pounds. I need 
a bigger studio! 
GVM: Are you working on any other 
projects? 
Massey: I have been working on ways 
to make the fresco media more portable. 
I'm also working with architects on 
incorporating art at the start of a building, 
to convey that the art can be the wall, not 
just a piece hung on it afterward. I like 
to think of my art as my legacy, as 21st 
century hieroglyphics that tell stories, 
and inspire people. 
Massey carved the "History of Detroit" into a polished granite pictograph that rests outside 
the Detroit IRS building. 
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Criminal justice graduates find new challenges, career paths 
- by Kent Fisher, '91 
W ith more than 700 current students enrolled as criminal justice majors and 30 years of 
graduates, the "cop on the beat" in your 
town may be a Grand Valley School of 
Criminal Justice alumni. 
The school was established in the 1970s 
to provide students with the necessary skills 
to be effective community law enforcement 
officers. It has expanded its curriculum to 
encompass the rapidly changing field and 
the needs of an increasingly complex 
society, according to School of Criminal 
Justice Director Terry Fisk. 
"Graduates of our school continue to be 
successful in gaining employment in the 
private sector, as well as with government 
law enforcement and corrections agencies," 
he said. "Their success in finding jobs in 
Michigan and other states is largely due to 
the liberal education emphasis in our 
program. It prepares them for a wide range 
of career opportunities." 
John Fitzgerald, '85, said he came to 
Grand Valley without a career path in 
mind. "A friend suggested criminal justice 
to me as I was completing my general 
education requirements," he said. "The 
classes and the faculty convinced me that 
there could be a career in law enforcement 
in my future. An internship with the 
Kentwood Police Department, under 
professor Myron Mast's supervision, 
sealed it for me." 
Fitzgerald, who played football for the 
Lakers, is now a lieutenant in the Southfield 
Police Department. He is a member of the 
department's special tactical unit, honor 
guard and coach of the department's pistol 
team. 
Other criminal justice graduates have 
supplemented their education with 
advanced training. Deborah Clanton, 
' 76, magistrate of the 62nd District Court 
and director of Probation Services in 
Kentwood, started working in corrections 
before moving into her current positions. 
"My original intent after graduation 
was to work in probation," she said. "But 
I found corrections employment at the 
Michigan Training Unit in Ionia, liked 
the work, and stayed with it. I worked in 
corrections in Atlanta and elsewhere, until 
I moved back to the Grand Rapids area." 
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Like Fitzgerald, practical experience 
before graduation was a deciding factor for 
Clanton. 
"I never forgot the great experience I had 
serving an internship in the 61 st District 
Court just before I graduated. I said, 'I'm 
now in a job I love,'" she said. 
Clanton earned a master's degree in public 
administration from Western Michigan 
University and is a charter member of 
Grand Valley's chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta, a national public service sorority. 
Clanton's responsibilities as a magistrate 
include a broad range of social and quasi-
judicial services, like holding informal 
hearings, issuing warrants and setting bonds. 
Earlier this year she and her husband, 
Richard, executive director of Grand Rapids' 
David D. Hunting YMCA, received the 
prestigious Giants Award for justice and 
community service. They are the first 
husband and wife team to be honored by 
the African American community and 
Grand Rapids Community College. 
Blaine Koops, '76, also began his post-
graduate career in traditional fashion, 
serving 26 years with the Holland Police 
Department. Not ready for retirement, 
Koops then ran for sheriff of Allegan County 
and is now serving his second term. 
"I'm one of the few criminal justice-
trained sheriffs in the state," Koops said. 
"It is not strictly necessary that a sheriff 
Criminal justice graduate Deborah Clanton, 
'76, is magistrate of the 62nd District Court 
and director of Probation Services in 
Kentwood. 
be a trained law enforcement type, although 
many are. But there's much more to the 
job than just enforcing the law. I view the 
sheriff's role as director of a client-based 
community service, and spend much of my 
time involved with community relations." 
Koops earned a master's degree in public 
administration, which he said also helps 
his broader role. 
"The sheriff's department is one measure 
of the strength of a community," he said. 
"I take a broad, client-based view of the 
job, and try to generate a positive perception 
of the department to everyone in the county." 
Blaine Koops, '76, is serving his second term as Allegan County sheriff. 
ALUMNI I NEWS 
Alumni donate time, energy, advice to new students 
- by Kent Fisher, '91 
T he willingness of alumni to support Grand Valley after their graduation is not new. But over the past three years, alumni from all eras have created a new tradition - helping freshmen 
move into their living centers. 
An annual service project of the Alumni Association, "Freshmen 
Move-In" is an opportunity for alumni to meet new students and 
their families. This year more than 30 alumni joined other faculty 
and staff members on August 23 to meet freshmen, help carry 
their belongings into living centers, answer 
questions and offer advice. 
"I enjoy sharing my experiences 
with new students," said Sarah Oomen, 
communications manager for ADAC 
Plastics in Grand Rapids and a 1997 
advertising and public relations 
graduate. "Despite their feelings 
of nervousness, I remind them that 
they are about to embark on a 
wonderful journey." 
Many alumni who offered a helping 
hand did not have such an experience 
when they arrived at Grand Valley, 
because campus housing was limited 
during the university's early days. Retired 
business executive Don Paton, '67, a member 
of Grand Valley's Pioneer Class, said he is 
pleased with the university's evolution and 
with this tradition. 
"One father of a new freshman told me 
that he had moved two of his other children 
into other universities and this was the only 
time anyone from the college helped him. 
He really appreciated it," Paton said. 
Move-in can be a trying experience for students and their 
families, as intense physical labor combines with high emotions. 
Investment adviser Asa Lakeman, '02, said the help provided by 
the Grand Valley community is a reassuring sign to parents. 
"I think many of the families I assisted realized that Grand 
Valley will help instill good values and pride in their children, 
just as it has for the alumni and staff who are helping them at an 
important time," Lakeman said. "During last year's move-in I 
noticed a look of surprise and relief on the faces of parents and 
new students as I carried mini-fridges and other furniture to the 
third floor of their dormitory. It's hard work." 
Still, it's a volunteer effort that has its rewards, Oomen said. 
"Seeing the young, nervous, and eager students arrive at Grand 
Valley reminds me of my college days and how much I continue 
to cherish them," she said. 
Francie Brown, '79 (white shirt) and Chris Lewis, '92, both of the 
Lansing area, put in a hard day's work helping freshmen move 
into their living centers. 
Football alumni celebrate 35 years of Laker football 
T he 24th annual Football Alumni Golf Outing, June 25 at the Meadows, also served as the unofficial kickoff 
to Grand Valley's celebration of the 35th 
year of Laker Football. 
More than 100 members of the GVSU 
Football Alumni Association participated 
in the event, which raised $6,000 for Laker 
football. They also met the newest Laker 
to enter the NFL, Keyonta Marshall, '05, 
who was drafted by the Philadelphia 
Eagles in June. 
The team of Kevin Sonntag, '02, Nate 
Myers, '01, Justin Feil, '04, and Mark 
Honore won the scramble with a score of 
16-under par 56. 
Jim Harkema, former head coach and 
Laker Hall of Fame member, and Dick 
Nelson, Hall of Fame member and radio 
voice of the Lakers, were among the 
participants. Other events included a post-
golf banquet at the Football Center that 
was catered by Outback Restaurant owner 
Jim Dunleavy, '97. 
Next year's Football Alumni Golf Outing 
is scheduled for June 24 at the Meadows. 
Laker Hall of Fame broadcaster Dick Nelson 
(second from left) joins football alumni Jack 
Hull, '91, Bob Mitchell and Matt McIntosh, 
'92, at the annual Football Alumni Golf 
Outing on June 25. 
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Homecoming 
2005 
L aker football against Northern Michigan University is just one highlight of a weekend full of 
Homecoming activities, October 28-29. 
This year's theme is "History in the 
Making." Make plans to join classmates 
and friends for a fun-filled weekend. 
Here's a sample of activities planned: 
• Laker Homecoming 5K race/walk; 
• Regional Math and Science Center's 
"Super Science Saturday"; 
• Fall Arts Celebration "Dance Stars of 
the New Millennium IV"; 
• Alumni House open house, tailgater 
tent, and campus expo; 
• Irwin Fund dinner and Laker Hall of 
Fame inductions. 
For a complete listing of activities, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/homecoming. 
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Friends remember Meinecke at 
golf outing 
A !though Robert "Corky" Meinecke, '77, died from cancer nine years ago, his memory is very much 
alive. The former Detroit sportswriter is 
honored each year at a golf outing, with 
the proceeds benefiting a scholarship for 
Grand Valley communications students. 
More than 100 golfers braved the August 
2 heat and raised more than $4,000 for 
the Corky Meinecke Scholarship. The 
scholarship was awarded for the second 
straight year to Thelmeshia Williams, 
a senior communications major from 
Kentwood. The Konwinski family foursome 
won the scramble with a 17-under par 
score of 55. 
The 10th annual Meinecke golf outing 
is scheduled for August 1 at the Meadows. 
Golfers step down from the 17th tee at the 
Meadows during the Corky Meinecke golf 
outing. 
. .. --------------
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Mark your calendar for these upcoming alumni events. 
_J LJ LJ 
October 28-29: 
Homecoming "History 
in the Making!" 
November 1: Alumni 
Association and Career 
Services Etiquette 
Dinner, Alumni House 
December 9: 
Distinguished Alumni/ 
Outstanding Educator 
Dinner, Alumni House 
For complete details on these and other alumni events, visit www.gvsu.edu/alumni. 
··· --------------
Golfers raise money for Annual Fund 
M ore than 50 golfers played in the All-Alumni Benefit Golf Outing, June 11 at the Meadows, 
and raised more than $4,000 for Grand 
Valley's Annual Fund. 
The team of Patrick Franzoi, '91, Kyle 
Thompson, Randy Carlson, '92, and Mike 
Gundry won with a 13-under par score of 
59. The four-person scramble was sponsored 
by Sleep Inn and Suites of Allendale. 
Make plans to attend the 2006 golf 
outing, July 15 at the Meadows. Seidman College of Business Dean H. James Williams (left) is pictured with (left to right) 
Mark Derwent, '00, accounting faculty 
member Rick Harris and Emery Freeman, 
'77, at the All-Alumni Benefit Golf Outing. 
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News from regional clubs 
Grand Valley alumni living in central Indiana 
gather in downtown Indianapolis for a 
networking reception on May 5. Pictured, 
left to right, are Jennifer Poad-Baker, '92, 
Brian Baker, and Charles Strange, '85. 
Central Indiana _. 
A networking reception for central 
Indiana area alumni was held on May 5 
at the Canterbury Hotel in Indianapolis. 
Associate Director of Alumni Relations 
Kent Fisher, '91, and Assistant Vice 
President for Development Karen 
Loth greeted the group of 16 and gave 
a campus current events presentation. 
Alumni decided to organize as a 
regional club; Brook Borup, '03, has 
assumed the role of club leader. Contact her 
via e-mail at brookb@imaginedezyns.com. 
Chicago T 
The newly-formed GVSU Metro 
Chicago Alumni Club, under the 
leadership of Brian Dutkiewicz, '02, has 
been a busy organization since its first 
event in early April. 
Dutkiewicz and Christine DeHaven, 
'02, led a group of alumni in the "Chicago 
Serve-A-Thon" on June 11. Sponsored by 
Ernst & Young and other Chicago 
businesses, hundreds of volunteers 
painted and cleaned city schools, parks 
and social centers. 
Enjoying an evening at the Shedd Aquarium 
are, left to right, Carrie Bicking, '03, 
Candace Lutz, and Loreen Hospodar, '03. 
Also, Chicago club members met at the 
Shedd Aquarium August 25 for dinner at 
the Aquarium's Soundings Restaurant. The 
exhibits in the aquarium shared center 
stage with the Detour, a jazz-funk quintet, 
as part "Jazzin' at the Shedd," a summer-
long festival. 
The Metro Chicago Alumni Club is 
comprised of alumni living in Cook County, 
Illinois. Upcoming events are posted online 
at www.gvsu.edu/alumni/metrochicago. 
Arizona..,.. 
GVSU Phoenix Alumni Club leader 
Charleen Joseph, '72, welcomed a group 
of 29 alumni and family members to a July 
10 reception and tour of the Heard Museum 
in Phoenix. The Heard Museum houses 
one of the most extensive collections of 
Native American art and cultural artifacts 
in the world, and is recognized as the 
cultural center for Arizona's 21 Native 
American tribes. 
The group enjoyed a catered brunch at 
the museum, received an update on current 
events at Grand Valley and discussed future 
regional club events. 
Phoenix Area Alumni Club leader Charleen 
Joseph, '72, (front center) and 28 other 
alumni and friends enjoy a visit to the 
Heard Museum. 
Baseball draws alumni to Whitecaps, 
Lugnuts games 
B aseball parks in Comstock Park and Lansing served as natural summer venues for alumni 
gatherings. 
Nearly 120 Grand Rapids-area alumni 
and their families enjoyed a West Michigan 
Whitecaps game at Fifth Third Ballpark in 
Comstock Park on July 27. They were 
joined by Alumni Relations Director Chris 
Barbee, '88, and Associate Director Kent 
Fisher, '91. It was the seventh time (in the 
Whitecaps' 11-year history) that the alumni 
Enjoying a West Michigan Whitecaps game 
are, from left, Stephanie Festian, '97, Renee 
Baar, '95, Lydia Festian, Jeff Festian, '96, and 
Joel Baar, '95. 
event was held. Fans cheered the Whitecaps 
to a 2-1 win over the Burlington Bees. 
Lansing alumni, with Lansing Alumni 
Club leader Cathy Carson, '92, Associate 
Director of Alumni Relations Kim 
Schmidt, '88 and '00, and Athletic 
Director Tim Selgo, welcomed area 
incoming Grand Valley freshmen and their 
families at Oldsmobile Park on August 3 
for a summer sendoff and barbecue picnic. 
Lansing area alumni enjoy a Lugnuts 
baseball game and welcome new students. 
Pictured left to right are Lorraine Finison, 
'74, incoming freshmen Stacey Bomeli and 
Andrea Finison, and Kim Finison. 
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careers 
1960s 
Robert E. Monaghan, B.A., 1967, is a sales 
associate with Coldwell Banker Rowland and 
Donnell Real Estate in Wichita Falls, Texas. 
Robert J. York, B.A., 1968, retired after 32 years 
of teaching. His last job was as a resource specialist 
for the San Bernardino City Unified School 
District in California. York established the first 
learning disabilities resource centers at Rockford 
High School in Michigan and Coronado High 
School in California. 
1970s 
Mark C. Goniwiecha, B.Ph., 1971, is a professor 
of library science at the University of Guam. 
Goniwiecha has been at the university since 1988. 
Rosa L. Fraga, B.A., 1972, retired as principal 
of Adelante High School in Grand Rapids. 
James H. Maier, B.A., 1972, was inducted into 
the Basketball Coaches Association of Michigan 
Hall of Fame. He has been coaching for Lakeshore 
Public Schools for 32 years, 26 as girls' varsity 
basketball coach. 
Christopher Macon, B.B.A., 1974, was promoted 
to captain in the U.S. Naval Reserve. He is also 
director of affirmative action and community 
relations at Fifth Third Bank in Grand Rapids. 
Bradley P. Risher, B.S., 1974, retired from the 
Grand Haven Department of Public Safety after 
28 years in law enforcement. 
Robert R. Evancho, B.S., 1975, co-wrote his 
second book, Elegant Soul: The Life and Music of 
Gene Ha"is, published by Caxton Press. He is the 
associate director of communications at Boise 
State University and editor of the university's 
FOCUS magazine. 
Robert C. Tarte, B.A., 1975, wrote a book, 
Enslaved by Ducks, published by Algonquin 
Books of Chapel Hill. His second book, Fowl 
Weather, will also be published by Algonquin. 
The GVSU Alumni Association was formed 
by the Pioneer Class following Its graduation 
in 1967. 
John M.Arnold, B.S., 1976, is executive director 
for Second Harvest Gleaners of West Michigan. 
He was named director in 1989. 
Susan L. (Alkema) Laninga, B.A., 1976, received 
the 2005 Liberty Bell Award from the Grand 
Rapids Bar Association for her work with the 
We the People program. 
Daniel H. Matthews, Jr., B.S., 1976, M.Ed., 1979, 
and M.Ed., 1984, was named National Assistant 
Principal of the Year by the National Association 
of Secondary School Principals. He is assistant 
principal ofNorthview High School. 
MaryJean Schenk, B.S., 1977, was named 
interim associate dean of Wayne State University 
Medical School. 
Donald W. Linebaugh, B.S., 1979, is an associate 
professor in the School of Architecture, Planning 
and Preservation, and director of the graduate 
studies program in historic preservation at the 
University of Maryland. He also published a book, . 
The Man Who Found Thoreau. 
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1980s 
Victor C. Shepherd, Jr., B.B.A., 1980, was named 
Alumnus of the Year and Outstanding Entrepreneur 
by Grand Valley's Seidman College of Business. 
He is the CEO of Iserv Company. 
Douglas W. Crim, B.B.A., 1981, a principal in the 
Lansing office of Miller, Canfield, Paddock, and 
Stone PLC, was a panel member at the Occupational 
Safety and Health Law Committee meeting of the 
American Bar Association. 
Michael R. Cregar, B.A.S., 1983, joined Wines of 
Distinction in Bloomfield Hills as a consultant. He 
had been president of Cregar's Inc. for 2 I years. 
Jan P. Lower, B.B.A., 1983, and M.B.A., 1986, is 
corporate controller for Blue Line Foodservice 
Distribution of Farmington Hills. Lower served 
as CFO for RJR International in Poland from 
1994-2002. 
Michael D. Monteith, D.S., 1983, is a senior 
associate for LFR Levine Fricke in Elgin, Illinois. 
He specializes in Brownfield cleanup and 
redevelopment. Monteith is an Illinois licensed 
professional geologist. 
Bruce C. Rice, B.B.A., 1983, and M.B.A., 2001, 
president of ESCO Company of Muskegon, 
was appointed as an independent director to 
Community Shores Bank Corporation 's corporate 
and bank boards. 
Thomas M. Regan, 8.8.A., 1987, is the regional 
vice president of Hartford Financial Services Inc. 
in Grandville. 
Brian M. Ursu, D.S., 1987, is the owner ofVeritas 
Investment Management LLC of Traverse City. 
There are now more than 54,000 alumni, with 
addresses in all 83 Michigan countie.i. all 50 
states and more than 30foreign countries. 
Beverly S. Wall, M.B.A., 1987, chief executive 
officer of Languages International Inc., received the 
Outstanding Achievement Award from the Center 
for Empowerment and Economic Development. 
Pam S. Warner, B.S., 1987, was inducted into the 
Lake Michigan College Athletic Hall ofFame. She 
works for the college's grounds department. 
Kathleen F. (Sirotko) Bower, B.S., 1988, is a 
program officer for the Fremont Area Community 
Foundation. 
Karie L. Koster, B.A., 1988, is owner of the 
Firehouse Grill in East Grand Rapids. 
Carol L. (Seaver) Kowalski, B.S., 1988, is a 
licensed physical therapist and owner of Integrated 
Health Professionals in Montague. She has 
modified many of her techniques to work with 
champion race horses, including former Kentucky 
Derby winner Funny Cide. 
Teriena M. Schwartz, M.S.W., 1989, is the 
principal at Horizons High School. Schwartz 
had been the school's counselor. 
Alexander T. Vazsonyi, B.S., 1989, returned from 
a semester at the University of Maribor in Slovenia, 
where he conducted research on adolescents with 
the support of a Fulbright fellowship. Vazsonyi is 
the editor of the Journal of Early Adolescence and 
the Cambridge Handbook of Violent Behavior. He 
is a professor of human development and family 
studies at Auburn University in Alabama. 
1990s 
Todd A. Holleman, B.B.A., 1990, was honored by 
the American Bar Association Section of Litigation 
as the Outstanding Subcommittee Chair for the 
Appellate Practice Committee. He is an associate 
in the Detroit office of Miller, Canfield, Paddock, 
and Stone PLC. 
Michael T. Cupples, B.S., 1991, is head baseball 
coach for Grand Rapids Community College. 
Cupples had been assistant coach from 1992-2005. 
The Raiders have won the National Junior College 
Athletic Association Division II Baseball 
Championship for three straight years. 
Troy A. Green, B.S., 1991, has been practicing as 
a certified physician assistant since 1993. He 
works at Bronson Family Practice in Oshtemo. 
Jana M. Hurley, B.S., 1991, was named 2005 
Woman of the Year by the Ferris Professional 
Women. She has been with Ferris State University 
since 1994. Hurley is dean of Student Life and 
director of Housing. 
Kristine H. Phelps, B.A., 1991, was promoted to 
registered judge by the U.S. Equestrian Federation. 
Phelps is one of seven registered judges in 
Pennsylvania who are licensed to judge Class A 
shows in the Arabian and Half-Arabian breed. 
John D. Mead, B.S., 1992, is a family division 
referee and research attorney for the 19th Judicial 
Circuit Court in Manistee. He had been an 
undersheriff for the Benzie County Sheriff's Office. 
Tamara T. Worrell, B.A., 1992, has been a second 
grade teacher for Northville Public Schools for the 
past nine years. 
Erin S. Kramer, B.S., 1994, was promoted to 
parole/probation officer by the Pontiac probation 
office of the Michigan Department of Corrections. 
Tobi G. Lake, B.S., 1994, and M.P.A., 1999, was 
appointed county administrator for Newaygo County. 
He had been the city manager and clerk in Grant. 
Scott L. Page, B.S., 1994, received a doctorate 
in anatomy and cell biology from Wayne State 
University. He is an associate professor of biology 
at Norwich University in Vermont. 
Peter S. Tadros, B.S.E., 1994, was promoted to 
senior account manager for Robert Bosch Corp. in 
Farmington Hills. He had been the senior technical 
sales associate for the Bosch Headquarters in 
Stuttgart, Germany. 
Terry L. Beasecker, M.B.A., 1995, was promoted 
to marketing manager for Mor Electric Heating 
Association Inc. He had been a marketing and 
Web site developer for the company. 
Christopher M. Brown, B.S., 1995, an attorney 
with Varnum, Riddering, Schmidt, and Howlett 
LLP, completed an intensive 16-month probate 
and estate planning course administered by the 
Institute of Continuing Legal Education. 
Robin R. Marhofer, M.B.A., 1995, is a finance 
director for the City of Belding. She had been 
supervisor and assessor for Northstar Township 
in Gratiot County from 1998-2004. 
Kathleen E. (Hegyan) Morris, B.S., 1995, and 
M.S., 1997, is a physical therapist at Bronson 
Hospital in Kalamazoo. 
Kathleen B. Vogelsang, B.B.A., 1995, and M.B.A., 
1999, was named director of investments for Van 
Andel Institute. She had been a vice president of 
Fifth Third Bank's Wealth Management Group. 
Scott R. Johanson, B.S., 1996, was named 
Officer of the Year by the Allegan County 
Sheriff's Department. 
Robert M. Kerr, B.A., 1996, is an assistant 
professor of geography at the University of 
Central Oklahoma. 
Joseph D. MacPhee, B.S., 1996, was hired 
as dairy inspector for the Upper Peninsula by 
Michigan's Department of Agriculture. 
Deborah A. (Collins) Vliet, B.S.N., 1996, earned 
a master's degree in nursing from Michigan State 
University. 
Tara L. Crow, 8.8.A., 1997, is an operations 
associate for Arthur Rutenberg Homes of Tampa, 
Florida. She had been an account executive for 
Home Security of America. 
Jan T. Fair, Jr., B.S., 1997, is a system media 
specialist for Spectrum Health of Grand Rapids. 
He is also a firefighter/EMT for the Cascade 
Township Fire Department. 
Heather M. Rubley, B.S., 1997, is an associate 
attorney with Rose and Eklund PLC. 
Mark A. Rumsey, B.F.A., 1997,joined the Grand 
Rapids Chamber of Commerce Neighborhood 
Business Specialist Program as an economic 
development specialist. 
Angela K. Gray, B.A., 1998, is an associate 
director of student activities at Capital University 
in Columbus, Ohio. She had been the coordinator 
of the Volunteer Services Center at Texas A&M 
University. 
Jason R. Manshum, B.S., 1998, is the public 
relations supervisor for Metropolitan Hospital 
in Grand Rapids. He had worked in corporate 
communications for Priority Health. 
Angela G. Mattson, B.S., 1998, received awards 
for Independent Female Pop Artist of the Year and 
Independent Music Video of the Year at the Los 
Angeles Music Awards. Her music has been used 
in film and network television, including 8 Simple 
Rules and DVD releases of Joan of Arcadia and 
Party of Five. 
Sarah J. Hadley, B.S., 1999, is an executive 
assistant for CE Competitive Edge LLC of 
Stevensville. 
Lisa S. Olszewski, B.S., 1999, opened Precision 
Spinal Care, an upper cervical chiropractic office. 
She was also elected president of the Council on 
Chiropractic Pediatrics for the American 
Chiropractic Association. 
Michael G. Rosloniec, M.B.A., 1999, of Smith 
Barney Inc., earned the title of senior vice 
president-investments from the firm's private 
client group, as well as the title of senior 
investment management consultant. 
Rebecca K. Sellers, B.S., 1999, and M.P.A., 2001, 
is an annual fund officer for Marygrove College in 
Detroit. She had been the assistant vice president 
for development for the Grand Rapids Symphony 
from 2001-04. 
2000s 
Catherine E. Belkowski, B.A., 2000, is an enrollment 
counselor for the Rochester College of Extended 
Leaming, Macomb University Center. 
David D. Dobb, B.S., 2000, Marine first lieutenant, 
was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart for 
his actions in combat in the Sunni Triangle region. 
Lonny W. Smith, B.S.N., 2000, earned a master's 
degree in nursing, with a specialization in 
anesthesiology, at Florida International University. 
He is a certified registered nurse anesthetist for 
Genesys Regional Medical Center in Grand Blanc. 
Amy J. Sterrett, B.S., 2000, has been the executive 
assistant and Web master for STAR Physical 
Therapy since 2003. She has also been a children's 
pastor for six years. 
Kari B. Bruursema, B.S., 2001, earned a master's 
degree in industrial/organizational psychology at 
the University of South Florida and is working 
toward a doctoral degree. She is a personnel research 
specialist for the Hillsborough County Civil 
Service Board in Tampa, Florida. 
The Pioneer Class chose the nickname Lakers 
and school colors (blue. black and white) in 1963. 
Tamara L. Opalek, B.A., 2001, is a first grade 
teacher at Bowling Green Elementary School in 
Bowling Green, Florida. 
Marguerite D. Stephens, M.Ed., 2001, received 
the Social Studies Educator of the Year Award at 
the Michigan Council for the Social Studies annual 
conference. She has been a social studies teacher 
for Black River Public Schools since 2000. 
Jason R. Strobel, B.S., 2001, is a primary 
care sales representative for Sanofi-Aventis 
Pharmaceuticals in Rochester. He had been 
a sales consultant for Maly's. 
Brian L. Tingley, B.S., 2001, is the new associate 
planner for Gaines Township. 
Kaisa Van der Kooi, B.S., 2001, graduated from 
Wayne State University's medical school with high 
honors. She will complete her internship at 
Oakwood Hospital in Dearborn and residency in 
dermatology at Wayne State University/Detroit 
Medical Center. 
Meghan A. Burke, B.A., 2002, earned a master's 
degree in sociology from Loyola University in 
Chicago. She is enrolled in the sociology doctoral 
program at Loyola, where she also instructs 
undergraduate courses in race and ethnicity. 
Dana M. Warszona, B.B.A., 2002, was promoted 
to product planner for the global network marketing 
management team of Motorola. She started with 
the company's dealer support organization. 
Frank Coronado, B.B.A., 2003, is a mentor for 
Hispanic Educators, Leaders, and Professionals. 
Brooke Stanley, D.S., 2003, is a registered 
oncology nurse for Spectrum Health's Butterworth 
Campus in Grand Rapids. 
Nathan J, Thompson, D.S., 2003, has joined the 
Grand Haven Tribune staff as a reporter. He had 
been a staff writer and sports editor at the Antrim 
County News for two years. 
Scott S. Zonnebelt, B.S., 2003, is a police officer 
for the city of Muskegon. 
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Joshua M. Adams, D.S., 2004, is a project 
network administrator for the Michigan Public 
Health Institute in Okemos. 
Julie Bennink, B.A., 2004, joined the technology 
practice of Burson-Marsteller of Chicago as a 
client services associate. 
Angela L. Briggs, B.A., 2004, works in client 
services for Rivertown Media and 
Communications of Grand Rapids. 
Alisha M. Hissong, D.S., 2004, is a medication 
advocate for Northern Michigan Hospital's 
Community Free Clinic in Petoskey. 
Jason L. Johnson, B.B.A., 2004, is assistant vice 
president of the Home Loan Center in Grand 
Rapids. 
Heather L. Kramer, B.B.A., 2004, is an employee 
benefits account manager for Ottawa Kent Insurance. 
Jodi L. Lamer, 8.8.A., 2004, has joined Plante 
and Moran's Kalamazoo office as an assurance 
staff member. 
Aaron M. Ritsema, B.B.A., 2004, was hired as a 
financial representative for Northwestern Mutual 
Financial Network in Grand Rapids. 
Jordan M. Smith, D.S., 2004, works in advertising 
at the Statesman Journal newspaper in Salem, 
Oregon. 
Amanda G. Thompson, B.S., 2004, was hired 
for a special education position at Ottawa 
Elementary School. 
Laura B. Wise, D.S., 2004, is employed by the 
Michigan State House of Representatives Democratic 
Communications as head of audio production. 
Julie B. Burmeister, B.S., 2005, is a marketing 
assistant for West Michigan Uniform in Holland. 
Katherine M. Williamson, B.A., 2005, won two 
awards at the Kalamazoo Animation Festival 
International. Garbage Day won a bronze and 
Spirit City won a gold in the Web Competition 
category. 
Show us your mug! 
Marriages 
1990s 
Send a head shot (for Careers 
Section only) along with a 
career brief to GVSU Alumni 
Relations, Alumni House, 
I Campus Drive, Allendale, 
Ml 4940 l. High-resolution 
(300 dpi) digital photos 
can also be sent via e-mail 
to Katie Humphrey at 
humphkte@gvsu.edu. 
Lori A. Bos, B.A., 1990, and Jonathan D. Boeve, 
B.S., 2002, on April I 6, 2005. 
Julie R. Kloski, D.S., 1991, and Marc Richardson 
on February 28, 2005. 
Wilma Katie Coomer, B.A., 1992, and David 
Warner on January 1, 2003. 
Kathleen T. Storey, B.B.A., 1992, and Cory Smith 
on February 26, 2005. 
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Shawn F. Von Ins, B.S., 1993, and Julie Ann 
Kolean on February 12, 2005. 
Scott D. Oberlin, B.S., 1994, and Joni Bolgren on 
September 4, 2004. 
Kathleen M. Hegyan, B.S., 1995, and M.S., 1997, 
and Tim Morris on October 12, 2002. 
Gina K. Arendsen, B.A., 1996, and David 
Ondercin on June 20, 2005. 
Karen L. Kurncz, B.S., 1996, and M.S., 1998, 
and Bradley S. Solarek on March 5, 2005. 
Mark R. McKellar, B.S., 1996, and Andrea 
Rosenberg on April 23, 2005. 
Cory J. Gahsman, B.B.A., 1997, and Amanda S. 
Lapointe, B.S.N., 2000, on July 10, 2004. 
Jennifer S. Dennis, B.S.N., 1998, and William H. 
Edwards on December 31, 2004. 
Ryane V. Eno, B.S., 1998, and M.S., 2001, and 
Stephen J. Leppard, M.S., 2000, on October 2, 
2004. 
Abigail M. Gaetzi, B.S., 1998, and Robert F. Britt 
IV on November 6, 2004. 
Rena K. Strappazon, B.S., 1999, and Gaston 
Ceron on June 5, 2004. 
Rebecca K. Veale, B.S., 1999, and M.P.A., 2001, 
and Matthew Sellers on March 3, 2005. 
2000s 
Tim Crenshaw, B.B.A., 2000, and Lisa D. 
Vukovics, B.S.W., 2000, on September 11, 2004. 
Christina M. Hebert, B.S., 2000, and Zachary 
M. Matzke, B.S., 2000, on September 11, 2004. 
Devon C. Conley, B.S., 2001, and Melinda L. 
Johnson on December 11, 2004. 
Wendy Dubay, B.S., 2001, and Craig Berens on 
December 14, 2002. 
Heath D. Hansen, B.S., 2001, and Christie L. Qualls 
on March 19, 2005. 
Elizabeth A. Karber, B.A., 2001, and Brian 
Broglio on July 31, 2004. 
Jennifer M. Lane, B.S., 2001, and Steven M. 
Wolfon June 18, 2005. 
Scott M. Musk, B.B.A., 2001, and Angela M. 
Watson, B.A., 2001, on April 26, 2005. 
Emily . Snyder, B.S., 2001, and Jason Powell on 
June 26, 2004. 
Jason R. Strobel, B.S., 2001, and Erin Wallace on 
August 27, 2004. 
Han K. Vu, B.S., 2001, and M.P.A.S., 2004, and 
Keith Sheffler on September 25, 2004. 
Tracy B. Wallace, B.S., 2001, and David W. 
Mossburger, B.A., 2002, on April 2, 2005. 
Casey J. Bartol, B.B.A., 2002, and Nicholas A. 
Bond, B.S., 2003, on October 2, 2004. 
Katie L. Becksford, B.S., 2002, and Arthur J. 
Pikkarainen on November 6, 2004. 
Rebecca M. Bliskey, B.A., 2002, and Dan 
Dominguez on November 20, 2004. 
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Alexis A. Brandt, B.S., 2002, and Richard 
Schneider, B.S., 2004, on September 4, 2004. 
Jennifer E. Dau, B.A., 2002, and Nathan T. 
Whaley, B.A., 2002, on September 13, 2003. 
Brenda DeBoer, B.B.A., 2002, and Kevin 
Miedema on October 9, 2004. 
Brenna L. Duban, B.A., 2002, and James Xue 
on January 21, 2005. 
Stacie R. Emelander, B.S., 2002, and Timothy J. 
Voskuil on November 12, 2004. 
Colleen M. Grifka, M.P.A.S., 2002, and Brian S. 
Buda on May 29, 2004. 
Tami L. Kent, B.A., 2002, and Joe Thomason 
on March 19, 2005. 
Tiffany A. Lawn, B.S., 2002, and Stephen Lisk 
on June 19, 2004. 
Betsy J. Loomis, B.A., 2002 and Brian J. Pruett, 
B.S., 2003, on June 26, 2004. 
Jessica L. Miller, B.A., 2002, and David M. 
Darling on September 25, 2004. 
Janette C. Reynolds, B.S.N., 2002, and T.J. 
Molenkamp on June 26, 2004. 
Erin M. Zech, B.S., 2002, and Scott Giles on 
August 21, 2004. 
Bryan L. Breuker, B.B.A., 2003, and Renee A. 
Viening on July 24, 2004. 
Shaun M. Danicek, B.S., 2003, and B.S., 2004, 
and Katie L. Briggs on June 19, 2004. 
Cortney M. Miller, B.A., 2003, and Andrew D. 
Lamb on June 4, 2005. 
Patrick L. Murphy, B.B.A., 2003, and Amanda 
LaHaine on October 2, 2004. 
Danee L. Overway, B.A., 2003, and Bradley A. 
Lucas on July 30, 2004. 
Mark Reffitt, B.S., 2003, and Amanda M. 
Dufon, B.S., 2004, on July 3 I, 2004. 
Lindsay N. Rizor, B.S., 2003, and Brett Avery on 
October 11, 2003. 
Martha Wilson, B.B.A., 2003, and Derek E. 
Moore, B.S., 2005, on May 14, 2005. 
Derek K. Bareman, B.B.A., 2004, and Courtney 
L. Mosler, B.B.A., 2004, on September 24, 2004. 
Courtney L. DeWall, M.Ed., 2004, and Jamie E. 
Stahl on December 18, 2004. 
Kirsten F. Emery, B.S., 2004, and Steve 
Hammond II on April 30, 2005. 
Jason L. Johnson, B.B.A., 2004, and Kelly 
VanHouten on June 3, 2005. 
Erin K. Quinn, B.S., 2004, and Lee Ehlers on 
May 7, 2005. 
Aaron M. Ritsema, B.B.A., 2004, and Linsey J. 
De Vries on August 6, 2004. 
Tracy J. Walma, B.B.A., 2004, and Jason E. 
Brown on July 10, 2004. 
Kacy N. Parker, M.Ed., 2005, and Luis E. Vega 
on January 5, 2005. 
Births 
1980s 
A son, Wyatt Robert, on October 14, 2004, to 
Royce T. Slater, B.S., 1981, and his wife Kay. 
Wyatt is welcomed by siblings Royce and Audrey. 
The family resides in Fruitport. 
A daughter, Anna Caroline, on January 29, 2005, 
to Kathleen M. (Miller) Regan, B.S., 1987, and 
Thomas M. Regan, B.B.A., 1987. Anna is 
welcomed by siblings Joshua, Jenna, Grace, Abigail 
and Caleb. The family resides in Byron Center. 
A son, Joseph John Paul, on December 13, 2004, 
to Debra L. (Filush) Schueler, B.S.N., 1988, and 
her husband James. Joseph is welcomed by 
brothers James, Matthew and Luke. The family 
resides in Grand Rapids. 
A daughter, Olivia Noel, on December 27, 2004, 
to Brenda A. (Peters) Peare, B.B.A., 1989, and 
Brett M. Peare, B.S., 1993. Olivia is welcomed 
by brothers Shea and Kline. The family resides 
in Newport. 
1990s 
A son, Christopher John, on May 14, 2004, to 
Susan L. (Auth) Edgerly, B.S., 1991, and M.Ed., 
1998, and her husband Michael. Christopher is 
welcomed by siblings Madeline and Samuel. The 
family resides in Grand Rapids. 
A son, Gavin Christopher, on December 15, 2004, 
to Wendy T. (Strauch) Dell, B.S., 1992, and 
her husband Christopher. Gavin is welcomed by 
sister Paige. The family resides in Camp LeJeune, 
North Carolina. 
A son, Brady Henry, on January 28, 2005, to 
Jennifer L. (Thomas) Griffin, B.S., 1992, 
and her husband Jerry. The family resides in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
A daughter, Abigail Joy, on May 12, 2003, to 
Tammy J. (Polk) Grigg, B.A., 1992, and her 
husband Victor. Abigail is welcomed by siblings 
Alexzandra, Maraya and Seth. The family resides 
in Grand Junction. 
The GVSU water tower was originally 
painted metallic green. 
l\vins, Jarrett and Tenley, on April I 6, 2002, to 
Tamara T. (Boomer) Worrell, B.A., 1992, and 
Brien R. Worrell, B.S., 1992. The family resides 
in Milford. 
A son, Kalen Michael, on March 16, 2005, to 
Debra L. (Diephouse) Zuiderveen, B.S.N., 1992, 
and her husband Jeffrey. Kalen is welcomed by 
siblings Aubrie, Trever, Logan and Mackenzie. 
The family resides in Alto. 
A son, Andrew Joseph, on February 19, 2005, to 
Sherri L. (Drozdowski) Holthouse, B.S., 1994, 
and her husband Ron. The family resides in 
Hudsonville. 
A son, Nathan Bennett, on April 27, 2005, to Robert 
L. Roston!, B.S., 1994, and his wife JoHanna. The 
family resides in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania. 
A son, Charles Tschopik, on April 27, 2004, to 
Nicole R. (Spooner) Fikes, B.B.A., 1995, and her 
husband David. The family resides in Aurora, Illinois. 
A daughter, Elizabeth Kathleen, on January 18, 
2005, to Paul R. Havens, 8.S.E., 1995, and 
Cheryl L. (Petzke) Havens, B.S.E., 1996. The 
family resides in Jenison. 
A daughter, Grace Isabelle, on September 10, 
2004, to Kathleen M. (Hegyan) Morris, B.S., 
1995, and M.S., 1997, and her husband Tim. The 
family resides in St. Joseph. 
A son, Nathan Gordon, on November 23, 2004, to 
Jennifer L. (Habermehl) Ritz, 8.S., 1995, and 
Chad S. Ritz, B.B.A., 1996. The family resides in 
Lake Orion. 
A son, Nathaniel Matthias, on November 15, 2004, 
to Raymond M. Ruminski, 8.B.A., 1995, and his 
wife Jennifer. Nathaniel is welcomed by brother 
Mitchell. The family resides in Frankford, Illinois. 
A son, Brandon Alexander, on April 3, 2005, to 
Candi M. (Sheffer) Kurmas, B.S., 1996, and 
M.Ed., 2001, and Zachary Kurmas, 8.A., 1997, 
and B.S., 1997. The family resides in West Olive. 
A daughter, Michaya Monet, on April 28, 2005, to 
Chapri T. (Bell) Paulateer, B.S., 1996, and Jason 
L. Paulateer, B.B.A., 1996, and M.B.A., 2005. 
Michaya is welcomed by sisters Micha and 
Michaila. The family resides in Grand Rapids. 
A son, Scott Abraham, on September 15, 2004, to 
Kevin S. Treur, B.S., 1996, and his wife Deborah. 
Scott is welcomed by brother Robert. The family 
resides in Ormond Beach, Florida. 
A son, Connor Michael, on February 4, 2005, to 
Dianna J. (Sweers) Alderman, B.S., 1997, and 
her husband Todd. The family resides in Ann Arbor. 
A daughter, Erin Royce, on January 5, 2005, to 
Dana L. (Gleeson) Evert, B.B.A., 1997, and her 
husband Jonathon. The family resides in Troy. 
A daughter, Olivia Rose, on December 24, 2004, 
to Jan T. Fair, Jr., B.S., 1997, and his wife Laura. 
The family resides in Grand Rapids. 
A son, Aiden Robert, on March 18, 2005, to Julie 
M. (Becker) McDowell, B.S., 1997, and M.S., 
1999, and her husband Clint. Aiden is welcomed 
by brother Colin. The family resides in Wyoming. 
A daughter, Meredith Marie, on September 17, 
2004, to Laura M. (Irrer) Miersen, 8.S., 1997, 
and M.S., 1999, and Mark C. Miersen, B.S.E., 
1998. The family resides in Lewis Center, Ohio. 
Twins, Olivia Karol and Noah David, on 
November 16, 2004, to Megan H. (Schneider) 
Aberegg, B.S., 1998, and David M.Aberegg, 
8.8.A., 1998. The family resides in Bellefonte, 
Pennsylvania. 
A son, Dominic Thomas, on November 5, 2004, to 
Jennifer C. (Fisher) Parrelly, B.A., 1998, and her 
husband Thomas. The family resides in Westland. 
Twins, Ryan Kevin and Jack William, on May 24, 
2004, to Rebecca L. (Schultz) Rademacher, B.A., 
1998, and her husband Phillip. The family resides 
· in Rollingstone, Minnesota. 
A son, Joseph Raymond, on February 14, 2005, to 
Sara S. (Tilli) Tidrow, B.S., 1998, and her husband 
Matthew. The family resides in Washington Township. 
A daughter, Masyn Brynlee, on April 29, 2005, 
to Jennifer L. (Dodd) Cole, B.A., 1999, and 
William L. Cole, B.B.A., 1999. The family resides 
in Walker. 
A daughter, Juliana Diane, on December 2, 2003, 
to Rebecca A. (Babcock) Kanak, 8.S.N., 1999, 
and her husband John. Juliana is welcomed by 
brother Grant. The family resides in Pinckney. 
A son, Jackson Charles, on December 1, 2004, 
to Tamara J. (Scott) Nealy, B.A., 1999, and her 
husband Bobby. The family resides in Phoenix, 
Arizona. 
A son, Tyler Harrison, on March 4, 2005, to 
Cathy-Sue (Myers) Stelb, B.S., 1999, and M.S., 
2001, and her husband Harry. The family resides 
in Grand Blanc. 
A daughter, Allison Jeanne!, on April I, 2004, to 
Hayley J. (Barnett) Vitarelli, B.A., 1999, and her 
husband Chad. Allison is welcomed by brother 
Benjamin. The family resides in Atco, New Jersey. 
A son, Braedyn Garret, on November 14, 2003, to 
Heather L. (Sietsema) Vruggink, B.S., 1999, and 
her husband Ted. Braedyn is welcomed by sister 
Rylee. The family resides in Hudsonville. 
2000s 
A son, Cullen Matthew, on May 11, 2005, to Stacey 
L. (Allore) Detrick, B.S., 2000, and her husband 
Michael. The family resides in Chesterfield. 
A son, Brendan John, on December 2, 2004, to 
Kathryn C. (Dixon) Gollcz, 8.S., 2000, and 
B.S.N., 2003, and her husband Eric. The family 
resides in Farmington. 
A son, Jack Thomas, on September 10, 2003, 
to Jennifer L. (Ringold) Kresnak, B.A., 2000, 
and her husband Randall. The family resides in 
Grand Rapids. 
A daughter, Emma Rose, on May 22, 2005, to Lisa 
M. Rose Starner, B.A., 2000, and M.P.A., 2003, 
and her husband Seth. Emma is welcomed by 
brother Jacob. The family resides in Grand Rapids. 
A son, Gavin Hayden, on June I, 2005, to Susan 
R. (Turner) Thomas, M.S., 2000, and her 
husband Hayden. Gavin is welcomed by sister 
Katie. The family resides in Pinckney. 
Twins, Connor Tristan and Taylor Abigail, on 
December 12, 2004, to Wendy (Dubay) Berens, 
B.S., 2001, and her husband Craig. The family 
resides in Perry. 
A son, Ethan James, on December 29, 2004, to 
Karen K. (Jackson) Raseman, B.S., 2001, and 
her husband Jim. The family resides in Otsego. 
A daughter, Beatrice Jessica, on March 2, 2005, 
to Stephanie T. (Davis) Scott, B.A., 2001, and 
her husband Ian. The family resides in Oak Park. 
A son, Sebastian Joseph, on May 31, 2005, to 
Heather J. St. Germain, B.S., 2002, and Jeremy 
J. St. Germain, B.S., 2002. The family resides in 
Surprise, Arizona. 
A son, Colter Xavier, on November 17, 2004, to 
Judith A. (Cardenas) Clark, 8.B.A., 2003, and 
her husband Nicholas. The family resides in Ionia. 
A daughter, Madeline Idele, on June 7, 2005, to 
Thomas J. Hosford, B.S., 2003, and his wife 
Lauren. The family resides in Rockford. 
A son, Andrew Michael, on September 27, 2004, 
to Andrea M. (Schneider) Tayon, B.A., 2003, and 
Jason R. Tayon, B.S., 2003. The family resides in 
Whitmore Lake. 
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A son, Mason Ryan, on October 15, 2004, to 
Ryan M.Albrecht, M.S.W., 2004, and his wife 
Aaron. The family resides in Wyoming. 
A daughter, Rachel Clare, on November 14, 2004, 
to Matthew R. Heusser, M.S., 2004, and his wife 
Aubrey. Rachel is welcomed by sister Kathleen. 
The family resides in Allegan. 
In Memoriam 
Dewey J. Hoitenga, Jr., professor emeritus 
of philosophy, Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 
July 25, 2005. 
David J. Bolhouse, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
B.S., 1973, on November 30, 2004. 
Barbara N. (Jones) Booker, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, B.S., 1975, on May 26, 2005 . 
Susan M. Borgman, Wyoming, Michigan, 
B.S., 1989, on March 28, 2005 . 
Duane W. Capps, Las Vegas, Nevada, B.S., 1975, 
on March 8, 2005 . 
Carol A. Crozier, Holland, Michigan, B.A., 1976, 
on June 11 , 2005. 
Michael E. Elders, Ada Township, Michigan, 
B.Ph., 1975, on May I, 2005. 
Larry N. Gwinn, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
B.S., 1967, on April 13, 2005. 
LaForest L. Krantz, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
M.B.A., 1996, on April 10, 2005 . 
Beth A. Nykamp, Charlotte, North Carolina, 
B.S., 1991, on March 17, 2005 . 
Mary G. (Colligan) Shull, Greenville, Michigan, 
B.S., 1989, and M.Ed., 1992, on May 31 , 2005. 
Debra J. (Burger) Thomasma, Jenison, 
Michigan, B.B.A., 1975, on March 14, 2005 . 
Joan M. Veitenheimer, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
B.S., 1984, on January 23, 2005 . 
Bruce C. Willett, Traverse City, Michigan, 
B.B.A., 1974, on February 27, 2005. 
John M. Yff, Denver, Colorado, B.S., 1978, on 
May 13, 2005. 
To submit a brief for an upcoming issue of Grand 
Valley Magazine, send an e-mail to Katie Humphrey 
at humphkte@gvsu.edu, or mail it to GVSU 
Alumni Relations, Alumni House, I Campus 
Drive, Allendale, MI 49401. Briefs may also be 
submitted online at www.gvsu.edu/alumni. 
Don't lose touch! 
To serve you better, your Alumni Association 
needs to know where you are. Please contact the 
Alumni Relations staff any time your fami ly, 
business, educational, or residential status changes. 
To update your personal data: 
• Call 800-558-0541 
• Send an e-mail to 
alurnni@gvsu.edu 
• Make changes online at 
www.gvsu.edu/alurnni 
( click on "Stay Connected") 
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Jeff Carlson isn't much of a drinker, but he enjoys 
making a good beer now and then. That makes his 
definition of "good" different from an average Joe. 
Carlson, who has worked as an electronic services 
engineer at Grand Valley for more than 25 years, said 
he grew tired of "bland American yellow beer." That 
was part of the reason he started brewing his own in 
the basement of his Grand Rapids home some 13 years 
ago. Carlson does not sport a beer gut for his efforts, 
but rather a full trophy case. 
"I dabbled around with !t back in the '80s, but there vvasn't much ,n 
the way of equipmPnt or 1ngred1ents for a fu1l-tirrie hobby,· Carlson 
said. "Now. you can make it as involved and as expensive as you want. 
Th!s 1s what separates the men from the boys " 
So, 1n 1992 -.. af te, 1ngredie11ts and c>qu1prnent became more 
accessible --- in-home brewu1g became the r-... 1uskego,1 native's tull-t1rrie 
hobby. He bf>gan explorir,g the history dnd 1ntricac1es of beer brcvvin~i. 
The pmrE'ss beg)ns with crushing malted bar!ey. Carlson then 
steeps it in water to Pxtr act sugars from thr qr au1 The grain 1s rinsed 
;ind then he boils the sugar water and adds hops at different t,rnes 
for bitterness. flavor and aroma. Finally, yeast is added. vvh:ch turns 
the sugars into alcohO:. There are hundreds of hops var,eties and 
yeast strains and Carlson h<1s expemnenteo with many of them_ 
"It can be hard \Vork to get JUSt the right taste, and then 
reproducing that td~te isn't easy on a f:ve·gdllon scale. There 
are too many v,iriables with home brewing," he said. 
ln-twrne beer brpwing and wine making became legdl in 
19 78. The hrrnt is 100 gallons per adult in the houst:•hold, 
per year. ·· I can EwJy do that." Carlson said. 
Equipment for brevving ca'1 cost as litt1t.:> as $60 and 
ingredients as low as $70, but Carlson has put muth 
more mto his $1,000 operatiori. He describes himself 
as an all-qram brewer, s;mi'ar to a r~i1crobrevver -
Just ori a smaller, five·g<1Hon-at-a-time scale Carlson 
said 11 costs about $20 per batch anrl he brews 
about 30 bcJtches a year. 
Carlson, 54, sees the brew.nq proces"> as time 
consum,ng but afrT1ost like creating a vvork of art 
"It can tdke a good eight hours to rnake a good 
beer," he said "lt theri needs to fe•rn('nt for a ,,.,,eek 
or two, and then you need to bortie it." 
He also enJoys ferrne:iting appie cider and 
C.=trlson·s attention to cletal': has paid oft. He has 
entered his beer and oder in several contests and has 
won many nat•orial awards, 1ncludrng more 
OFF I THE PATH 
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certificates, medals and ribbons. He 
also won a beer tasting contest in 2001, 
sponsored by the Grand Rapids Brewing 
Company. As part of his reward, he 
was given the opportunity to brew with 
the company. 
For the last six years, Carlson has 
served as president of the Prime Time 
Brewers - the Grand Rapids club of the 
15,000-member American HomeBrewers 
Association (AHA). He has twice been 
named AHA Cider Maker of the Year, 
beating out about 60 other cider entries 
in 2000 and 2001. 
In 2003, Carlson's brown ale recipe 
won first place at the Michigan State Fair. 
He and the PrimeTime Brewers then 
created a 120-gallon batch at Founders, 
"It can be hard work to get just the right taste, 
and then reproducing that taste isn't easy on a 
five-gallon scale. There are too many variables 
with home brewing." 
a brewing company in Grand Rapids. 
The beer sold out so fast, Founders took 
the recipe and scaled it up to brew another 
620-gallon batch. In August, Carlson's 
cherry cider was named Best of Show out 
of 400 entries at the Michigan State Fair. 
There are 28 styles of beer, mead and 
cider recognized by the AHA. Carlson 
received national recognition in 2002 
when he was selected from more than 
300 entries as Best of Show in the Masters 
Championship of Amateur Brewing. During 
his career, he has won three gold medals 
and one bronze at the AHA Nationals and 
won Best of Show in the cider category. 
Friends and coworkers are more than 
happy to partake of Carlson's talents. He 
said he enjoys giving away all types of 
brews, especially for special occasions or 
as gifts. Carlson even created a steam-style 
beer for President Emeritus Arend D. 
Lubbers, which donned its own label 
complete with Lubbers' picture and the 
name "Lubbers Lagercy." 
Carlson said he doesn't enter as many 
contests anymore; he just brews for the 
pleasure of giving it away and for the 
challenge of creating a unique taste. He 
likes to experiment with different styles. 
His favorites are German lagers, like 
pilsners and Oktoberfest, and British ales, 
like extra special bitters or British pale ale. 
Brewing has lasted longer than some of 
Carlson's other hobbies like woodworking 
and building model railroads. He also enjoys 
mechanics, a skill he picked up as an aircraft 
Making homemade beer 
Jeff Carlson shares the basic steps involved to make his Primetirne Pale Ale recipe: 
- Jeff Carlson 
engine mechanic during the six years he 
spent in the Navy after high school. 
So, when Carlson isn't servicing 
computers or installing electronic devices 
in classrooms, he's often at home brewing 
up his favorite tipple and passing along his 
brewing secrets. 
"Some brewers guard their secrets, but 
I share it all. It's too hard to duplicate my 
ciders anyway, because on a five-gallon 
scale, there are too many variables. It's 
tough for me to duplicate my own," he said. 
Carlson has a son and a daughter - one 
is already following in Dad's footsteps. 
"My son now brews," he said. "But, he's 
not better at it than me ... yet." 
0 Crush barley malt 0 Boil, add hops 0 Ferment for one week 8 Transfer to bottling bucket, 
add corn sugar, bottle, cap 
and store for two weeks. ! 
38 1 Fall 2005 
-
=~· 
I ~ 
' ;t, . . t~ ,.,_·.,,... . 
f! , . . ' 
~ 
........... ... 
- ' . 
0 Chill, then pitch 
vial of yeast 
0 Transfer to 
secondary 
fermentation, 
add hops 
t 
Su,f. 
free ,hipping! 
Mes Center • Pew Campus 616-331-6602 UBS Kirkhof Center • Allendale Campus 616-331-2450 
110000-63004-665 
Twenty years of campus growth is shown in these photos. The large photo was taken in 1983, the insert in 2003, showing more housing 
and the Meadows Golf Course. The newest building on the Allendale Campus is Lake Ontario Hall. Read more about its energy-saving 
features on page 18. 
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